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THE LITURGY REVISED. 

* 

CHAP. I. 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 



Excellency of the Litargy—- Its Imperfections — Preliminary 
I. Emendations — Argaments for a still further revision of the 
Liturgy. 

No manual of devotioii has ever been more 
generally or more deservedly commended 
than that of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England. To adopt the appropriate lan- 
guage of an ancient ritualist — ^^It is so 
judiciously contrived,' that the wisest may 
exercise at once their knowledge and devo- 
tion ; and yet so plain, that the most igno- 
rant may pray with understanding : so full 
that nothing is omitted that is fit to be asked 

B 
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in public, and so particular that it com- 
prise!? most things which we would pray 
for in private. Its doctrine is pure and 
primitive ; its ceremonies few and innocent ; 
its method exact and natural ; its language 
significant and perspicuous: most of the 
words and phrases being taken out of 
Holy Scripture, and the rest the expressions 
of the first and best ages."* 

The characteristic beauties of our Li- 
turgy are still more graphically delineated 
by the accurate pen of Archdeacon Paley. 
^ The style,'' says he, " throughout is excel- 
lent ; calm without coldness ; and though 
every where sedate, oftentimes affecting. 
The pauses in the service are disposed at 
proper intervals. The transitions from one 
office of devotion to another, from confes- 
sion to prayer, from prayer to thanksgiving, 
from thanksgiving to hearing of the word, 
are contrived like scenes in the drama, to 
supply the mind with a succession of diver- 
sified engagements. As much variety is 

^ Comber on the Liturgy. 
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introduced also in the form of praying, as 
this kind of composition seems capable of 
admitting. The prayer at one time is con- 
tinued ; at another^ broken by responses, or 
cast into short alternate ejaculations; and 
sometimes the congregation is called upon 
to take its share in the service, by being 
left to complete a sentence which the minis- 
ter had begun. The enumeration of human 
wants and sufferings in the Litany is almost 
complete. A Christian petitioner can have 
few things to ask of God, or to deprecate, 
which he will not find there expressed, and 
for the most part with inimitable tenderness 
and simplicity.^ 

" Testimonies to its superior excellence,^ 
observes Bishop Ryder, ^ abound in dead 
and living authors of communions differing 
among themselves, and all different from our 
own ; and the well merited weight of whose 
opinion is therefore doubly enhanced by 
this undeniable proof of their impartiality.'' 

The validity of these testimonies, it may 
be added, is still further enhanced, by the 
consideration that several of these ^ differing 

b2 
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communions'' statedly avail themselves of 
our form of prayer. The episcopal church 
in America, which is daily increasing in 
numbers and respectability, steadily retains 
its original predilection for the Anglican 
Liturgy ; the numerous followers of Wes- 
ley and Whitefield, and of the late Coun- 
tess of Huntingdon, and not a few of 
the Independent persuasion, have appointed 
that a selection from our Service should be 
read every Sunday morning in their princi- 
pal chapels. Nor is this use of the esta- 
blished ritual confined to our own language. 
It has been translated into various foreign 
tongues, and constitutes the form of public 
worship adopted by missionaries of differ- 
ent denominations among their heathen 
converts. 

Notwithstanding, however, the peculiar 
excellency of our Liturgy, it is not without 
imperfections, and these too of a descrip- 
tion not easily to escape observation; but 
of so conspicuous a character, as imme- 
diately to arrest the attention, and at the 
same time of so indefensible a nature^ that 
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the Warmest admirers of our Church have 
been unauimous in regretting their exist- 
ence. A brief reference to the nature and 
origin of these imperfections will manifest 
the propriety and facility of their removal. 

Omitting for the present the consideration 
of those verbal alterations which the lapse 
of time, and perhaps an occasionally un- 
guarded expression of our Reformers, might 
render expedient, the writer would refer to 
the two principal objections which are con- 
stantly brought against our Liturgy, viz: 
the undue length and unnecessary repeti- 
tions which encumber the Sunday Morning's 
Service. 

In reference to this subject. Archdeacon 
Paley properly reminds us ^ that the length 
and repetitions complained of in our Li- 
turgy, are not so much the fault of the com- 
pilers, as the effect of uniting into one Ser- 
vice, what was originally, but with very 
little regard to the conveniency of the people, 
distributed into three.'^^ An anonymous 

* The Morning Prayer was read at six o'clock, the 



b INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

clergyman^ also, who has lately published a 
very sensible and temperate work on the 
Expediency of Church Reform, observes 
that " each of the three Services is complete 
in itself, comprising confessions of unwor- 
thiness, prayer and supplication, profession 
of faith, intercession and praise and thanks- 
giving." 

Plain observations like the preceding, 
contain a more powerful vindication of the 
compilers of our Liturgy, than volumes of 
eulogistic remarks. They at once exonerate 
these venerable men from the principal 
charges which have been brought against 
them, of undue length and unmeaning 
repetitions, and at the same time forcibly 
remind us that the existence of such imper- 
fections in a Liturgy compounded like our 
own, was absolutely necessary to free their 
original works from objections of a contrary 
and more serious description. If our pre- 
sent Morning Service were not decidedly too 

Litany about nine^ and the Office of the Holy Com- 
munion at a considerable distance of time after the 
Litany. 
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long, their three distinct Services must have 
been decidedly too short ; and were not our 
present Liturgy encumbered with unne- 
cessary repetitions, their original Services 
must necessarily have been very incomplete 
as distinct manuals of devotion. Surely then 
if a change of circumstances renders three 
distinct Morning Services inexpedient, not 
to say impracticable, other seasons should 
be appointed for their separate use, or a 
judicious selection should be made from the 
whole, retaining all that is needful for devo- 
tion, and omitting whatever is superfluous, 
or savours of unnecessary repetition. Com- 
mon sense and a common degree of respect 
for the character and writings of our Re- 
formers, require such an arrangement. 

According to our present regulations, 
these three distinct Services, with the tri- 
fling exception of three short Collects, and 
the Prayer for all Conditions of Men, are 
appointed to be read in one continuous Ser- 
vice every Sunday Morning. Is it then sur- 
prising that a Liturgy thus singularly com- 
pounded, should be found too long both in 
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a mora) and physical point of view, — too 
long for the keeping up a proper degree of 
attention and spiritual feeling even in the 
healthy and devout, and much more so for 
the volatile spirits of the young, and the 
weakened faculties of the infirm ?* Is it 
further surprising, especially when we bear 
in mind that our venerated compilers were 
themselves somewhat too partial to repe- 
titions, that this latter imperfection should 
be carried to a wearisome extent ? 

The Lord's Prayer is necessarily repeated 
every Sunday Morning five times, on Sa- 
cramental days six ; and should the Services 
for Baptism and the Churching of Women 

* The e^Lhaustion of strength and spirits which is 
frequently experienced by the officiating minister^ is 
also not undeserving consideration. How many cler- 
gymen, alas! from the most painful experience, can 
adopt the language of the late Henry Martyn, — '' My 
services on the Lord's-day leave me always with a pain 
in the breast, and such a great degree of general relax- 
ation, that I seldom recover it till Tuesday. One com- 
plete service at church does more to consume my 
strength and spirits, than six days of the hardest study 
or bodily labour." 
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occur^ (both of which are appointed to be 
read daring public worship,) the same prayer 
will be repeated not less than eight times 
in the course of one continued service.* 
By the same appointment two distinct Pray- 
ers are offered up for the King, two Creeds 
are recited, the Collect for the Day is twice 
read, the Gloria Patri is eight, and occa- 
sionally ten times repeated ; and if we take 
into the account the comprehensive Prayer 
for the Church Militant, and the various 
versicles interspersed throughout our Ser- 
vice, there is scarcely a petition for any 
blessing, or a prayer for any rank, office, or 
condition of men, which is not reiterated. 

But how easily might these lamented evils 
be removed! Nothing more is necessary 
than that an authority should be granted to 
our bishops, (and doubtless such an autho- 
rity would readily be granted,) to make a 
few trifling omissions in the two first Ser- 

^ The inconvenient and wearisome interruption occa- 
sioned by the rite of Baptism being administered during 
the time of divine service^ will be referred to in another 
place. 
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vices, and to appoint a distinct time for the 
reading of the third. Alterations so incon- 
siderable as these proposed, and at the 
same time so beneficial in their results, would 
not deserve the name of innovations. Their 
direct tendency would be to counteract the 
unavoidable innovations of time, and to re- 
store to our own Liturgy that original beauty 
which has so long been partially obscured 
by an heterogeneous mixture of Services, 
which may with the strictest propriety, be 
termed an innovation. 

According to this proposed arrangement, 
it might be appointed that the Service for 
Sunday Morning should consist of what is 
called the Morning Prayer and the Litany, 
directions being given to the minister, that 
the Lord's Prayer and the Gloria Patri were 
to be read only once; the former, in that 
part of the Service where it first occurs, and 
the latter at the conclusion of the Psalms. 
The Communion might be appointed to be 
read instead of the usual Sunday's Service, 
on such days as the Lord^s Supper was 
administered, and also on Sunday aflerr 
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noons in those churches where there are 
three Services. It might further be ap- 
pointed to be used on Saint-days, and on 
all festivals which did not occur on a Sun- 
day. The Evening Service for Sunday might 
remain in its present form, merely omitting 
the repetitions of the Lord's Prayer^ and 
the Gloria Patri. The same regulations 
would of course be considered as affecting 
the Morning and Evening Prayers which 
might be read during the week. Incon- 
siderable alterations like these, would be 
acknowledged to be improvements by all. 
No attack would be made on the feelings 
or prejudices of the most sensitive; and 
even a new edition of our prayer-books 
would not be needed. 

One recommendation, and certainly one 
of no trivial importance, of the preceding 
plan for improving our Liturgy, is the faci- 
lity of its execution. The greater part, if 
not the whole of these emendations, might 
be carried into effect by an authority similar 
to that which appoints suitable prayers for 
the seasons set apart for humiliation or 
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thanksgiving ; or which occasionally directs 
that an additional name should be inserted in 
our Prayers for the Royal Family. Another 
recommendation also, of still greater im- 
portance, is that these emendations might 
be considered either as complete in them- 
selves, or merely as introductory to a more 
extensive revision of the Liturgy. Should 
nothing further be attempted, such an ar- 
rangement of Services would render a 
thorough revision a matter of less import- 
ance; or should it at length be happily 
determined to engage heartily and fully 
in this important work, these preliminary 
alterations would not merely prepare the 
minds of the people for such an undertaking, 
but also, by removing some of the more pal- 
pable objections to our present Service, 
would afford the appointed revisors due 
time for that serious deliberation and mutual 
counsel, which a work of so extensive and 
solemn a nature would imperiously require. 
Let not, however, these observations ex- 
cite in the reader the slightest apprehension 
lest the additional alterations should have 
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a tendency to unsettle the minds of the pQi^ 
pie, or diminish their attachment to our 
venerable Liturgy. Nothing can be further 
from the design of the writer of these pages 
than such an issue ; and nothings he is con* 
vinced, can be more groundless than the 
fear of such a result. Were, indeed, the 
undertaking to be committed either to en- 
thusiastic visionaries on the one hand, or to 
heartless latitudinarians on the other, every 
evil might be justly apprehended ; but con* 
ducted, as of course it would be, under the 
inspection, not to say personal labours, of 
our venerable and learned prelates, the ef^ 
feet would necessarily be to add to the 
Established Church an increased stability 
and efficiency, to its members an increased 
and rational attachment to its Services, and 
to its communion a large body of excellent 
and conscientious persons who have at pre- 
sent scruples against conformity. 

A new Liturgy would not be presented 
to the people, but a revised version of the 
old one ; it would be an improved edition 
of an invaluable publication. In its present 
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f^m the various excellencies of the work 
have been uDiversally acknowledged; but 
in its renovated state, enriched with the 
increasing lore, and corrected by the deli- 
berating hand of a judicious revisor, addir- 
tional beauty and spirituality would be im- 
parted to some of its most admired pages, 
whilst every thing which could reasonably 
excite the censure of its opponents, every 
thing which could detract from the admiration 
of its friends, would be carefully expunged. 
To adopt the appropriate language of the 
London Review, ^^ The Church Reform, or 
Reformation, which will be the subject of 
the following remarks, is of a character very 
distinct from the great event emphatically 
so called. It is more properly a continua- 
tion of the system then established. It is 
. not analogous to the reformation of one 
utterly vicious and irreligious, as was the 
case when we shook off popery ; but to the 
endeavours of one who has been long a se- 
rious Christian, to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of his Lord. 

^* The Reformation found the Church of 
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£ngland erring and corrupt in the dischargp^ 
of every one of its bounden Offices. The 
Sacraments had become converted into 
mystic charms, and its Liturgical Offices 
into muttered spells. Instead of gospel 
truth, idle fables of saintly legerdemain 
formed the topic of instruction ; temporal 
penalties enforced obedience to its disci- 
pline, and its security was pious fraud, 
falsehood, and violence j its chief ruler on 
earth was one who belonged not to the so- 
ciety, and he was invested with powers 
which Christ has reserved unto himself 
All this should be occasionally placed in 
slow detail before the mind, to enable the 
members of the Church, as it now exists, 
to appreciate the immense work accom- 
plished by our reformers, and the candour, 
the piety, and the courage which it must 
have demanded. Could all the views of 
these great and good men have been carried 
into effect ; had they even been themselves 
born Protestants, instead of being Catholic 
converts, as well as those whom they were 
seeking to enlighten, is it possible that 



16 INTRODUCTORY 0BSERyAT10NS^ 

Hfey should have left nothing for their suc- 
cessors to do ? That the contrary was the 
case is notorious. They bequeathed to vm, 
together with their reform, the spirit and 
the exliortation to go on." 

But it may here be not unsuitable briefly 
to notice some of those circumstances wbick 
would naturally lead us to anticipate the 
necessity of a thorough revision of the Li- 
turgy. These preliminary remwks will pre- 
pare the reader for the number and variety 
of the alterations which will be suggested^ 
and tend still further to exonerate our Re- 
formers from every serious censure mih 
respect to their original performance. - 

Time, it has justly been remarked, is the 
greatest innovator. Were we then to as- 
sume, that the Liturgy with all its appen- 
dages was faultless at the time of its public 
cation, it would stitl be next to impossible 
that nearly three centuries could have 
elapsed, without materially enervating its 
original efficiency. During tliis period, our 
own language, the circumstances and ha;bits 
of the people, and the constitution of the 
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country itself^ have all andergone a cons|i;' 
derable change ; if then^ as is in fact the 
case^ alterations in our Liturgy have been 
very rarely and always very cursorily 
adopted^ some parts of its services, it might 
naturally be expected^ would be found ill 
adapted to the present time^ and others to 
have fallen into complete desuetude.* 

*^The love of things ancient," it has been 
said, ^^ argueth stayedness/^-j- True : but 
it may be rejoined, that '' it is hard for 
them to avoid blame, who stand so pre- 
cisely upon altering nothing/' J What in- 
deed can be more irrational than a syste- 
matic, pertinacious rejection of necessary 
and temperate emendations. 

^^ I would only ask,'* said Lord Bacon, 
^^ why the civil state should be purged and 
restored by good and wholesome laws, made 
every third or fourth year in Parliament 

^ A brief account of the nature and extent of the 
different alterations made in our Liturgy, may be seen 
in Bishop Mant's ^ Introducti(Mi to the Book of Common 
PrayerjJ' or in Mr. ^epherd's '^ Elucidation " of the 

same. 

f Hooker. X Bacon. 
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assembled, devisiog remedies as fast as time 
breedeth mischief; aud coatrariwise, the 
ecclesiastical state should still continue upon 
the dregs of time, and receive no alterations 
now for these five-and-forty years and more? 
If it be said to me, that there is a difference 
between civil causes and ecclesiastical, they 
may as well tell me that churches and cha- 
pels need no reparations, though castles and 
houses do ; whereas commonly, to speak 
truth, dilapidations of the inward and spiri- 
tual edifications of the Church of God, are 
in all times as great as the outward and 
material. To my Lords the Bishops I say, 
that it is hard for tbem to avoid blame (in 
the opinion of an indifferent person) in 
standing so precisely upon altering nothing; 
laws not refreshed with new laws, wax sour. 
Without change of ill, a man cannot con- 
tinue the good. To take away many abuses 
supplanteth not good orders, but esta- 
bbsheth them. A contentious retaining of 
custom is a turbulent thing as well as reno- 
vation. A good husbandman is ever prun- 
ing in his vineyard or hrs fields ; not unrea- 



^ 
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sonably indeed^ not unskilfully^ but liglitlyi^ 
he findeth ever somewhat to do.'' 

Another circumstance well worthy of con* 
sideration is^ that the times in which the 
Reformers lived were far from being favour^ 
able to the execution of their work. Little 
could be done during the reign of Henry 
the Eighth ; it is astonishing that so much 
was effected. That tyrannical monarch had 
separated from the pope^ but not from 
popery. The protestant who dared to deny 
the real presence in the sacrament, was no 
less the object of his displeasure^ than the 
papist who ventured to question his supre- 
macy. To proceed too fast or too slowly 
in the work of reformation equally excited 
his indignation ; to i^U short of^ or to 
surpass the royal standard of orthodoxy^ 
was alike punished by this modern Pro- 
crustes. 

Edward's accession to the throne removed 
various obstacles from the path of the Re- 
formers. Still, however, the reign of a 
minor was ill adapted for the completion of 
their great undertaking. The principal 

c2 
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^ 



aiioisters of state were indeed zealous in 
the cause; but the uuliallowed motives by 
which these powerful auxiliaries were actu- 
ated, had a direct tendency to cast a stigma 
OD the Reformatioa itself, aud even to invest 
the suffering Romanists with the honourable 
title of religious confessors. It was evi- 
dently a desire to appropriate to their own 
use the spoliations of the Church, and not 
a zeal for its purificationj which actuated 
a large majority of these pseudo-reformers. 
Had indeed the life of Edward been pro- 
longed, he would have afforded unimpeach- 
able and efficient aid. " We would not," 
said he, " have our subjects so much to 
dislike our judgment, so much to mistrust 
our zeal, as though we either could not 
discern what were to be done, or would 
not do all things in due time. God be 
praised, we know both what by his word is 
meet to be redressed, and have an earnest 
mind, by the advice of our privy council, 
with all diligence and convenient speed so 
to set forth the same, as it may most stand 
with God's glory, and edifying and quietness 



i 
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of our people/^ Young as he was, he had 
drawn up with his own hand an outline for 
completing the Reformation, but his untimely 
death rendered all his pious intentions abor* 
tive ; and during the short reign of his suc^ 
cesser, the whole nation^ with the exception 
of a little band of confessors and martyrs^ 
relapsed into popery. 

Several years elapsed after the accession 
of Elizabeth before the church reverted to 
the state in which it was left at the death of 
her brother. By her directions the ecclesi- 
astical habits enjoined by the first book of 
King Edward, and proscribed by the second, 
were restored, and a rubric at the end of 
the Communion Service, against the notion 
of our Lord's ^^ real and essential presence 
in the sacrament," was omitted; the queen 
being anxious that this subject should be 
considered as a speculative and undeter- 
mined opinion, in which every one was left 
to the freedom of his own mind. Such 
indeed was her attachment to a variety of 
popish ceremonies, that numbers of Roman 
Catholics conformed for years to the esta- 
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blished church. Even the pope intimated 
his willingness to sanction the Anglican 
Liturgy and the administration of the Lord's 
Supper in both kinds, provided the queen 
would acknowledge his supremacy. But 
that imperious sovereign, in whose estima- 
tion popery or protestantism appears to 
have been little else than an engine of state 
policy, whilst she rejected the compromising 
overtures of the pope, strenuously opposed 
any further innovations in religion, lest they 
should ultimately be found no less than po- 
pery itself to trench upon her own prero- 
gative and ecclesiastical supremacy. 

To James the First we are indebted for 
the present translation of the bible — a boon 
which ought ever to endear his memory to 
protestants. But his inveterate dislike to 
the puritans, who were unhappily foremost 
in the request for a revision of our services, 
decidedly prejudiced him against the adop- 
tion of any alterations which might increase 
the influence or even soothe the prejudices 
of that party. " I peppered them," said 
the king, alluding to his conference with the 



^ 
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puritans at Hampton Court, ^^as soundly 
as ye have done the papists. — If this be all 
they have to say, I '11 make them conform^ 
or I'll harry them out of this land^ or else 
worse.'' 

At the Savoy conference similar circum- 
stances produced the same pertinacity of 
conduct ; and at the period of the Revolu- 
tion^ when the last grand attempt was made 
on this subject, the result was equally un- 
successful, though some of the most eminent 
divines and distinguished prelates of our 
church were zealously engaged in promoting 
its accomplishment. It was during this 
eventful period that some new Collects were 
composed^ more adapted to the Epistles and 
Gospels, of the day, and various other alter- 
ations were suggested as improvements of 
the Liturgy. The first draught of the Col- 
lects was made by Patrick, who possessed 
a peculiar talent for composing prayers; 
energy and spirit were infused by Burnet ; 
Stillingfleet examined every word with the 
exactest judgment; and Tillotson gave the 
last polish by the free and masterly touches 
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of his natural and flowing eloquence. 
Kidder made a new version of the Psalms, 
which is said to have been more conform- 
able to the original j and Tenison collected 
all the words and expressions throughout 
the Liturgy that had been excepted against, 
and proposed others in their room which 
were either more clear and plain, or less 
liable to objection.* 

How much is it to be regretted that such 
documents, the production of men so admi- 
rably qualified for the task, were rejected 
by the ruling powers of the day, and pro- 
bably consigned to oblivion. But, alas ! 
the spirit of the times was unfavourable for 
such an undertaking; and the Revolution 
itself had communicated a fresh impulse to 
unkind and party feeling. And thus, from 
the time of the Reformation to the present 
period, a variety of extraneous circumstances 
have invariably prevented the completion 
of that great work, which was so happily 
commenced and so far effected by our Re- 
formers, 

" See Birch's Lile of Tillotson. 
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But surely ^^now it is high time to awake 
out of sleeps" to shake off that lethargic 
spirit^ and abandon that pertinacious reten^^ 
tion of usages^ venerable merely for their 
antiquity, which have so long crippled the 
Establishment and disfigured the beauty of 
its Services. And surely never was there 
a period when a dispassionate but thorough 
revisal of the Liturgy was so imperiously 
demanded. The increasing number, influ-^ 
ence> and respectability of our dissenting 
brethren ; . the increasing requests of the 
best friends and firmest adherents of the 
Established Church ; and the increasing ia-» 
cilities which every rank in society now 
possesses for canvassing the excellencies 
and defects of established institutions, and 
the improvements of which they are sus- 
ceptible, demand it at our hands. 

The circumstances too, and the temper 
of the present times, are remarkably favour- 
able for such an undertaking. All civil 
disabilities are now removed firom every 
denomination of Christians. Public men 
are disposed to lay aside their party feelings 
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and political prejudices, in order that they 
may co-operate with each other in the great 
work of temperate and prudent reform. 
The episcopal bench contains men not less 
distinguished for talent and learning than 
for indubitable integrity and ardent zeal for 
the advancement of religion. We have 
bishops inferior to none of the Reformers 
in piet}', superior to them all in literary 
attainments, and (without eulogizing our 
present prelates, or detracting from the 
well-earned honour of their predecessors) 
abundantly better qualified to revise and 
complete our Liturgy than those who ori- 
ginally framed it. 

To suppose, indeed, that our Reformers 
retained no taint of the superstitions of that 
communion from which they had just sepa- 
rated, would be to expect to find tbera more 
than men — in short, prophets and apostles 
under the immediate and infallible influence 
of the Holy Ghost; or to maintain, that 
theologians of the present day had on no 
subjects more distinct and comprehensive 
views of religion than their forefathers. 



^ 
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would be to assert that the world was sta- 
tionary upon the highest attainable ground, 
and that all the united lucubrations of the 
most eminent divines during the lapse of 
three centuries^ had been utterly useless. 
The fact is^ that^ partly from the peculiar 
character of their times, which rendered 
every unnecessary deviation from the Church 
of Rome inexpedient,* and partly from the 
Reformers themselves being undecided on 
some important topics in which Protestants 
have long since been agreed, a slight tinge 
of popish superstition will occasionally be 
discovered in their writings. 

Quo semel est imbuta recens servabit odorem 
Testa diu. 

Whether it would be desirable to apply 
for a commission from the Grown, for the 

* During the whole of Edward's reign, Cranmer, 
who had the principal direction of ecclesiastical affairs, 
experienced sneh continual opposition from Gardiner 
and the leaders of the popish party, that he deemed it 
advisable to proceed in the work of the Reformation 
by gradual advances and by movements as imperceptible 
as possible. 
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re-establishment of the Convocation, or for 
some other authority for legalizing a revisal 
of the Liturgy, those who are conversant in 
ecclesiastical law could best determine,* 
Let there only be a readiaess manifested in 
the rulers of our Israel to engage in this 
important work, and the best anthoritieg 
could be easily ascertained, and no doubt, 
as easily procured. All that the writer 
wishes to add on this subject is, that as the 
principal responsibility would necessarily 
devolve upon our bishops, they should be 
fully entitled to the principal honour in its 
execution; and that for this purpose, they 
should be invested with full authority to di- 
rect, revise, and confirm every alteration 
before it was finally adopted, so that their 

* "From the e stab] ishmeot of the Convocation to the 
present time, the ordinary and legitimate exercise of 
legislative power has been vested in that body ; nor can 
the long disuse of their services, be considered as more 
truly affecting their original authority and constitutional 
place in the church, than the determination of Charles 
the first to call together no more parllanientB, could have 
made a parliament less a branch of the civU constitution 
of thb realm." London Review. 
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names might justly be handed down to pos- 
terity as the grand instruments of accom- 
plishing a work, the direct object of which 
would be to promote the stability and effi- 
ciency of the Established Churchy and the 
spirituality and edification of its members. 
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Introductory Sentences — Exhortation — General Confession — 
Absolution — Lord's Prayer — Versicles and Gloria Patri — 
Psalms— Psalmody. 

Indiscrimintae censures of a long esta- 
blished and highly admired institution^ are 
evidently the dictates of decided hostility, 
whereas a mild specification of defects, es- 
pecially when accompanied with the pro- 
posal of a facile and effectual remedy, may 
justly be attributed to the purest friendship. 
An objector, indeed, is imperiously called 
upon to show that the defects of which he com- 
plains are not only real in themselves, but 
also susceptible of a remedy ; for to inveigh 
against such imperfections as are necessa- 
rily connected with every human system. 
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displays the ignorance^ if not the factious 
spirit of the declaimer. 

It is under a deep impression of these 
sentiments^ not unmixed with a consider- 
able degree of hesitation and diffidence^ • 
that the writer presents the following sug- 
gestions to the sincere admirers of our esta* 
blished ritual. He has not the vanity to 
suppose that all his alterations will be 
deemed unobjectionable^ much less that 
they will be regarded as the most suitable 
that might be proposed. It is probable^ 
that some of them may be deemed unne« 
cessary, and others more liable to censure 
than the evils complained of. All that he 
requests of the reader is, that he will can- 
didly consider the separate value of the 
proposed emendations, and freely- reject 
those which appear to him ill adapted for 
their object, but without prejudice to the 
remainder. Should the present work pro- 
duce no other effect than that of eliciting 
the suggestions of an abler and more suc- 
cessful emendator, and thus be indirectly 
the means of promoting a judicious and 
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authorized revision of the Liturgy, it will 
not have been written without an adequate 
end. "The more perfect we can make our 
Church, the more secure will she be, and the 
timidity of the coward who refuses the aid 
of the physician till all medicine be too late, 
is equally to be condemned with the rash- 
ness of the empiric, who prescribes his 
patient into the grave."* 

THE INTRODUCTORY SENTENCES. 

The public Service of the Church of Eng- 
land is introduced by the minister's reading 
one or more passages of scripture, which 
arechosenbyhimoutof a number appointed 
for that purpose. Perhaps a few others 
might have been beneficially added to the 
selection. Habakkuk ii. 20, Malachi i. 11, 
and Ps. xix. 14, might be prefixed as in the 
American Prayer Book, and Ps. xcv. 6, 
would appropriately close the whole.-f 

• Christian Remembrancer. 

f Hab. ii. 20,— "The Lord is in Mb holy temple : 
let all the carlli keep silence before him." 

MbI. i. 1 1 , — " From the rising of the snn even unto the 
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THE EXHORTATION. 

It may be questioned whether an occor- 
sional^ instead of a constanty repetition of 
this introductory part of Divine Service 
might not be attended with a more bene- 
ficial result. At all events, a few anti- 
quated expressions might profitably be ex- 
changed for those of more modem usage. 

THE GENERAL CONFESSION. 

This prayer for conciseness^ spirituality^ 
and comprehension^ is probably without a 
rival. It certainly does not require, perhaps 
does not admit of^ any improvement. 

THE ABSOLUTION. 

In the Services of our Church, there are 

going down of the same^ my name shall be great amoog 
the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my 
bame shall be great among the heathen, saiUi the Lord 
of hosts." 

Ps. xix. 14. — "Let the words of my mouthy and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sights O 
Lord ! my strength, and my redeemer." 

Ps. xcv. 6. — ^ O, come let us worship and bow down : 
let us kneel before the Lord our maker." 

D 
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three distinct forms of absolution, which 
have been severally described, as dedara- 
toryy petitionary y and authoritative. The 
first occurs in our daily Morning and Even- 
ing Prayers ; the second in the Communion 
Service, and the third in the Visitation of 
the Sick. The 'petitionary form has appa- 
rently escaped censure ; but the other two, 
and especially the last, have been severely 
reprobated, as an unjustifiable and arrogant 
elevation of the authority of the priesthood. 
In defence of these forms, it has been pro- 
perly^ alleged, that a confession of sin is 
always previously made, and that on the 
supposition of such confession being sin- 
cere, the priest, who is the ^minister of 
reconciliation,^ is completely authorized to 
cheer the penitent with the fullest assurance 
of the divine forgiveness. 

Mr. Wheatly, indeed, has assumed some- 
what higher ground. He asserts that the 
Absolution in the daily Morning and Even- 
ing Service is an actual conveyance of par- 
don, at the very instant of pronouncing it, to 
all that come within the terms proposed. 
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And again^ he says, ^^It is indeed drawn 
up in a declarative form, but it is plain 
that it is more than declarative, it is truly 
effective; insuring and conveying to the 
proper subjects thereof, the very absolution 
or remission itself^ With respect to the 
Absolution in the Visitation of the Sick, he 
says : ^^ The Church does not design that the 
priest shall directly convey God's pardon to 
the conscience of the sinner, for offences 
committed against Him, but that he shall 
only remit the censures of the Church, and 
continue him in the privilege of Church- 
communion, which he may be supposed to 
have forfeited by the sins he has con- 
fessed."* 

Now were it allowed that Mr. Wheatly's 

interpretation of our Church was unobjec- 
tionable, and his ingenious arguments and 
subtle distinctions perfectly conclusive, still 

* As a sort of corollary^ he intimates that it is desira- 
ble for the priest to assign to the party that confesses^ 
certain penitential mortifications^ to be undergone by 
him (in case of his recovery) before he offers to receive 
the Communion in the church. 

d2 
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it must be admitted that both of them are 
entirely useless to the great bulk of the 
people. Not one in ten thousand ever 
heard, or is ever likely to hear of them ; 
while the subject itself, and the reasoning 
with which it is supported, are of a nature 
far too subtle and intricate for ordinary 
understandings. Surely then it is highly 
desirable that such alterations should be 
made in this part of our Service as would 
render it intelligible to the meanest capacity, 
and unobjectionable to the most scrupulous 
mind. It is therefore proposed that the 
authoritative form be entirely omitted ; that 
the word absolution (for the word itself has 
a grating sound in the ears of many protes- 
tants) be expunged from the two rubrics, 
and that the following alterations be made 
in the declaratory form : 

Rubric. — Then shall the minister stand- 
ing up say, (the people still kneeling J — 

'• Almighty God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, desireth not the death of a 
sinner, but rather that he may turn from 
his wickedness and live. He graciously 



PUBLIC SERVICES. 



37 



pardoneth all them that truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe his holy gospel. There- 
fore let us beseech him,'' &cc. 

Surely, in the annexed form, every thing 
that is consolatory, every thing that is en- 
couraging, every thing that is instructive 
is retained ; while, every thing that is objec- 
tionable, or assumes even ^^ the appearance 
of evil," is entirely omitted. 

THE lord's grayer. 

The admirable and comprehensive Prayer 
of our Lord is most appropriately intro- 
duced in this part of our Service. The con- 
gregation having been cheered by the con- 
sideration of the readiness of the Father to 
pardon every believing penitent, and ex- 
horted to seek for that sacred influence of 
the Spirit, ^ without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy," may well be encouraged to 
express their imperfect petitions in the lan- 
guage of Him, who is the great Intercessor 
between God and man.* 

* Perhaps it might be desirable^ as in the American 
prayer-book, to exchange the expression ^ which art in 
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THE VERSICLES AND GLORIA PATRI. 

The frequent repetition of the Gloria 
Patri appears to have emanated from the In- 
vitatories — select passages generally taken 
from the scriptures — which were repeated 
several times, during particular parts of the 
Romish service. Of this description were 
the Ave-Maria, and also the sixth verse 
of the ninety-fifth Psalm, — ^ O come let us 
worship and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker" — which was repeated nine 
or ten times in the course of reciting the 
Venite Exultemus. Our Reformers, pro- 
ceeding with their usual dread of a too hasty 
innovation, whilst they abolished the Invita- 
tory as an idle tautology, appointed the re- 
petition of the Gloria Patri as less objec- 
tionable, and at the same time retaining 
some resemblance to the ancient usage of 
the Church. 

heaven" for ** who art in heaven ;" and also to adopt one 
of the two versions which are used in the New Testa- 
ment. At present the Lord*s Prayer in the Liturgy dif- 
fers from both of the translations in the authorized ver- 
sion of the Scriptures. 
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It has already * been suggested, that it 
might be desirable for the Gloria Patri to 
be read only once, and that, at the conclusion 
of the Psalms appointed for the Morning 
and Evening Service. To such an arrange- 
ment it has been objected, that if the Psalms 
were not separated by this doxology, or 
something of the like nature, subjects very 
distant and distinct would be strangely and 
improperly united. But this inconvenience 
might easily be obviated by the minister's 
being directed to announce the number, and 
read the first verse of each successive Psalm, 
as is the case in those appointed for par- 
ticular occasions. 

THE PSALMS. 

" The Psalms,'' says Bishop Home, ^ are 
an epitome of the Bible, adapted to the 
purposes of devotion. They treat occasion- 
ally of the creation and formation of the 
world ; the dispensations of providence, and 
the economy of grace ; the transactions of 
the Patriarchs ; the exodus of the children 
of Israel ; their journey through the wilder- 
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ness, and settlement in Canaan; their law, 
priesthood, and ritual ; the exploits of their 
great men wrought through faith ; their sins 
and captivities, their repentances and res- 
torations; the sufferings and victories of 
David, the peaceful and happy reign of 
Solomon ; the advent of Messiah, with its 
effects and consequences; his incarnation, 
birth, life, passion, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, kingdom and priesthood ; the effusion 
of the Spirit ; the conversion of the nations ; 
the rejection of the Jews ; the establishment, 
increase, and perpetuity of the Christian 
Church; the end of the world ; the general 
judgment ; the condemnation of the wicked, 
and the final triumph of the righteous with 
their Lord and King. These are the subjects 
here presented to our meditations. That 
which we read as matter of speculation in 
the other Scriptures, is reduced to practice 
when we recite it in the Psalms : in those, 
repentance and faith are described, but in 
these they are acted ; by a perusal of the 
former, we learn how others served God, 
but by using the latter, we serve him our- 
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selves. In the language of this divine 
book, therefore, the prayers and praises of 
the church have been offered up to the 
throne of grace, from age to age. And it 
appears to have been the Manual of the Son 
of God, in the days of his flesh ; who, at the 
conclusion of his last supper, is generally 
supposed to have sung a hymn taken from 
it; who pronounced on the cross, the 
beginning of the 22d Psalm, * My God ! 
My God! why hast thou forsaken me?' 
and expired with a part of the 31st 
Psalm in his mouth, — ^Into thy hands I 
commend my spirit/ Thus, He who had 
not the Spirit by measure, in whom were hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
and who spake as never man spake, chose 
to conclude his life, to solace himself in his 
greatest agony, and at last to breathe out 
his soul, in the Psalmist's form of words, 
rather than his own. No tongue, of man or 
angel, can convey a higher idea of any book, 
and of their felicity who use it aright.^ 

The preceding quotation from this amia- 
ble and pious prelate, not only demonstrates 
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tlie peculiar excellency of this portion of 
Holy Writ, but also, in the main, vindicates 
and more than vindicates our Reformers for 
having assigned to it so prominent a place 
in our Liturgy. The only thing to be re- 
gretted isj that these venerable men did not 
sufficiently bear in mind, that while the 
vfhole Psalter is admirably adapted for the 
private meditations of the closet, and the 
greater part of it is no less so for the public 
worship of the sanctuary, some of these 
divine odes were never intended, and others 
were altogether unsuitable for the latter 
purpose. Such, however, was the pecu- 
liarity of the situation in which they were 
placed, and such were the variety and mag- 
nitude of the objects which demanded their 
immediate attention, that we need not to be 
surprised at their overlooking what may ap- 
pear to us so evident and important a dis- 
tiDctioD. 

"Every thing," remarks a writer in the 
Quarterly Review, " conspired to endear the 
Book of Psalms to the early Reformers : not 
merely as it formed a part, and a most 
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important part, of the long sealed word of 
God ; not merely as its deep and thrilling 
expressions of repentance, its splendid am- 
plifications of the power and glory of God, 
its energy, its sublimity, its heartfelt tender- 
ness, captivated their excited feelings ; not 
merely for one, or all these reasons, did 
it cleave to their memory, and when asso- 
ciated to their national airs, take root, as it 
were, in the depth of their hearts ; but it 
was still further endeared by temporary cir- 
cumstances. Much which would have been 
inapplicable to the Church in a state of 
peace, became, or appeared to be strictly 
appropriate in the hour of persecution and 
distress. All those poems which repre- 
sented the chosen people or the individual 
in the lowest state of oppression and misery, 
faithfully, and as it were prophetically, des- 
cribed their own condition. The hunted 
Hugonot, or he that was condemned under 
the bloody statute of the Six Articles, beheld 
himself in David, fleeing as a bird to the 
hills, or betrayed by his own familiar friend.'' 
If, however, our Reformers fell into one 
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extreme'^ by an indiscriminate admission of 
the Psalms into our public worship, the 
Jewish Sanhedrim appear to have fallen 
into the opposite one, by a too fastidious 
rejection of many of them from their temple 
service. All those exquisite elegiac poems, 
which so pathetically express the language 
of the deepest sorrow, and so admirably 
direct the mourner to the only source of 
consolation, were excluded, because in their 
primary application they referred to David, 
when persecuted by an unnatural son, or 
under the desertion of his familiar friend; 
and all those inimitable expressions of a 
broken and contrite heart, which breathe the 
very spirit of every genuine penitent, were 
considered as not less ineligible for the 
Jewish sanctuary, because they were com- 
posed in reference to the peculiar sins and 
peculiar penitence of the inspired writer. 
In short, every thing, which had originally 
an individual or personal object in view, 
was excluded ; and such Psalms alone were 
considered as appropriate for congregational 
worship, which celebrated the diflferent at- 
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tributes of the Almighty, or exhibited his 
general promises to the seed of Abraham. 

It is presumed that both of these extremes 
would be easily avoided, and that the Psalms 
would be rendered an invaluable auxiliary 
to public worship, by an attention to the 
following suggestions : 

First, — It is recommended that a brief 
summary of the subject of each Psalm, in- 
cluding a general application of it to the 
state of the Church in every age, somewhat 
similar to that annexed by Bishop Mant to 
his metrical version, should be prefixed to 
every Psalm. Would not such an appendage 
materially enlighten the understanding, and 
assist the devotion of the worshipper ? 

Secondly,— It is proposed that those ex- 
pressions be omitted, which so graphically 
describe the actual enemies of the Psalmist, 
as to 'be rarely, if ever, applicable to any 
other circumstance. The 9th, 10th, and 
11th verses of the following Psalm, for in- 
stance, naturally divert the attention of the 
worshipper from the consideration of his 
own state to that of the inspired writer; 



46 PUBLIC SERVICES. 

whereas, were these passages omitted, the 
whole Psahn would be admirably adapted 
to the condition of the church militant to 
the end of time. The annexed example 
will illustrate both of the preceding sug- 
gestions. 

PSALM V. 

This Psalm is supposed to have been 
composed by David when he fled from 
Absalom y his son. It is applicable to the 
Son of David persecuted by rebellious 
Israel, and to his Church suffering tribu- 
lation in this world. 

^^ 1 Ponder my words, O Lord : consider 
my meditation. 

2 O hearken thou unto the voice of my 
calling, my King, and my God : for unto 
thee will I make my prayer. 

3 My voice shalt thou hear betimes, O 
Lord : early in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

4 For thou art the God that hast no 
pleasure in wickedness : neither shall any 
evil dwell with thee. 
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5 Such as be foolish shall not stand in 
thy sight : for thou hatest all them that 
work vanity. 

6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak 
leasing : the Lord will abhor both the 
blood-thirsty and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thine 
house^ even upon the multitude of thy 
mercy : and in thy fear will I worship 
toward thy holy temple . 

8 Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteous- 
ness, because of mine enemies : make thy 
way plain before my face. 

12 And let all them that put their trust in 
thee rejoice : they shall ever be giving of 
thanks, because thou defendest them ; they 
that love thy name shall be joyful in thee ; 

13 For thou. Lord, wilt give thy blessing 
unto the righteous : and with thy favour- 
able kindness wilt thou defend him as with 
a shield.^* 

* The Mowing are the verses which it is proposed 
to exclude from the Psalter used in public worship : — 

^< 9 For there is no faithfulness in his mouth : their 
inward parts are very wickedness. 
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It is recommended, thirdly, — that such ex- 
pressions as, from their obscurity, are unin- 
telh'gible to the bulk of our congregations, 
be also omitted. The 7th and 8th verses of 
the 60th Psalm, which are repeated in 
the 108th, may be properly adduced as a 
specimenof passages of this description. To 
a well informed mind, indeed, these verses 
may not only appear intelligible, but also 
convey an animated description of the suc- 
cessive victories of the son of Jesse ; but 
surely to the greater part of our ordinary 
congregations they can present no idea, or, 
what is still more to be deprecated, only 
a ludicrous one. 

^^ 7 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is 
mine : Ephraim also is the strength of my 
head ; Judah is my law-giver ; 

8 Moab is my wash-pot; over Edom 

10 Their throat is an open sepulchre : they flatter 
with their tongue. 

11 Destroy thou them, O God; let them perish 
through their own imaginations : cast them out in the 
multitude of their ungodliness : for they have rebelled 
against thee." 
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will I cast out my shoe ; Philistia> be thou 
glad of me/' * 

Fourthly, — It is recommended that those 
parts of the Psalms which, from their ap- 
parent appeal to hostile and uncharitable 
passions, have been denominated impreca- 
tory, be expunged from our Liturgic Ser- 
vices. The 69th and 109th Psalms abound 
with passages of this description. These 
Psalms seldom occur without exciting a re- 
vulsion in the minds of many of our hearers : 
on such occasions some have been observed 
to close their books, and suspend as it were 
their attention to the Service; and others 
who have not manifested the same outward 
dissatisfaction, have afterwards acknow- 
ledged that they never joined in them with- 
out fear and trembling. The writer is far 
from intending to lower in any degree that 

* These verses have been thus paraphrased: — 
** Gilead and Manasseh have submitted unto me : 
Ephraim furnishes me with valiant men; and Judah 
with men of prudence and wisdom. 1 will reduce the 
Moabites to servitude ; I will triumph over the Edom- 
ites, and make them my slaves; and the Philistines 
shall add to my triumph." 

E 
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fearful apprehension of the divine justice 
and holiness which as miserable sinners we 
ought ever to experience. Fully, however, 
as he is convinced, that all should be deeply 
impressed with the conviction that God will 
no less ejtcecute his awful threatenings against 
the wicked, than fulfil his gracious promises 
to the righteous ; he still wishes to point 
out the glaring absurdity of adopting lan- 
guage in public prayer which we should 
tremble to use in private. 

Various have been the arguments adduced 
for the retention of these passages in our 
Liturgy. We have been told that some of 
them may be fairly considered not as the 
language of the Psalmist, but rather as that 
of his malicious and implacable enemies. 
We have been reminded that others, instead 
of being translated in the imperative form, 
as expressive of the wishes of the writer, 
might with equal faithfulness have been ren- 
dered in the future tense, as divine predic- 
tions ; and that we should ever confine our 
application of them to our own spiritual ene- 
mies, and to the foes of God and his Church. 
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Observations like the preceding may be 
profitably, because deliberately, considered 
daring our private meditations on these 
awful passages of scripture ; but surely it 
is utterly unreasonable to suppose, that in 
the haste and ardor of alternate responses, 
the general mass of a congregation will be 
able to exalt and spiritualize their devotions 
to this pure and evangelical sense. 

There was a severity of character, it 
should never be forgotten, pervading the 
Jewish dispensation, and an apparent de- 
gradation of employment, if we may be 
allowed the expression, assigned to the 
members of its community, utterly inappli- 
cable to the benign spirit of the Christian 
religion. The peculiarity of their circum- 
stances and the confined nature of their dis- 
pensation, rendered it fitting that kings, 
priests, and |)rophets among the Jews should 
occasionally be appointed to be not merely 
the denunciators of the wrath of God, but 
even tbe executioners of his righteous ven- 
geance; whereas Christians are set apart 
to be the harbingers of mercy, the almoners 
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of the divine benevolence. The language 
of our benign dispensation is, " Render to 
no man evil for evil, but contrariwise bles- 
sing. Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God." Surely, then, we should 
ti'emble at the thought of placing the tempt- 
ation in the way of our people, of appro- 
priating to themselves the language and 
feelings of the imprecatory denunciations 
of the inspired writers. " Other parts of 
scripture," it has been well observed, " are 
read to us, but the Psalms every man re- 
peats as his own words."* 

If it were deemed desirable that some of 
the imprecatory passages should be retained 
in our public services, in consequence of 
their being prophetical of our Lord's rejec- 
tion by the Jews, and of the subsequent 
punishment which was inflicted on that in- 
fatuated people, they might be appointed to 
be read by the Minister on Good Friday, 
as one of the lessons of the day. This mode 

* .Shepherd ou the Liturgy. 
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of reading them^ especiafly if they were 
translated in the future tense, would remove 
every objection to their forming a part of 
our public worship. 

Fifthly, — It is proposed that the transla- 
tion of the Psalms in our.Prayer Book should 
be exchanged for that in our authorized 
version of the scriptures. Some ritualists^ 
indeed, apparently from a determination to 
defend every existing regulation, have ven- 
tured to assert, that the present version is 
retained in our Liturgy in consequence of 
its superiority to the authorized one. Were 
such a statement substantiated, it would 
go far to the disparagement of the whole 
of the authorized version, which was un- 
dertaken so many years subsequently to 
that of the Prayer Book. The fact, how- 
ever, appears to be completely the reverse ; 
the greater part of the most learned critics 
and theologians being unanimous in their 
opinion of the intrinsic merit of the autho- 
rized version of the scriptures, and of the 
general looseness and inaccuracy of that 
in the Prayer Book. The following quota- 
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tion from Dr. A. Clarke, fully expresses the 
opinion of the writer of this work, while the 
name of that learned commentator will add 
weight to his sentiments. 

" As many persons are greatly at a loss 
to account for the strange varieties between 
these two versions, it may be necessary to 
give them some information on this head. 
Properly speaking, the Psalms in the Prayer 
Book are rather a paraphrase than a ver- 
sion. It was never taken immediately from 
the Hebrew, with which it disagrees in 
places innumerable. In the main it follows 
the Septuagint and the Vulgate; but often 
differs from them, even where they differ 
from the Hebrew, and yet without following 
the latter. And there are many words, 
terms of thought, and varieties of mood, 
tense, and person in it, which do not appear 
in any of the above. In the Psalms in our 
authorized version, our translators have 
acted very conscientiously, as they have 
done in all other cases, where they have 
added any thing, even the smallest particle, 
in order to fill up the sense, or accommodate 
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tbe Hebrew idiom to that 'erf* the English ; 
they have shown this, by patting the exple- 
tive or supptied word in the italic letter. 
Thousands of sach expletives^ many of them 
utterly unnecessary, are found in the Psalms 
in the Prayer Book ; but they have no such 
distingaishing mark, and are all printed as 
if they were the words of the Hdy Spirit ! 

^ To attempt to vindicate such a trans- 
lation, will neither serve the interests of the 
Church, nor those of Christianity : especially 
when we have one so very different, and so 
very faithful, put into the hands of the 
people by the authority of the Church and 
the State. That in the Prayer Book should 
be inmiediately suppressed, and replaced 
by that in our authorized Version,''^iat the 
people may not have a different Version put 
into their hands on the Lord's-Day, and in 
times of public devotion, from that which 
they find in their Bible ; in (knsequence of 
which, they are often confounded with dis- 
crepances, which it is out of their power to 
reconcile. It is passing strange that the 
rulers of the Church have slumbered so 
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long over a subject of such vast magnitude 
and importance.*" 

Sixthly — It is recommended that a new 
arrangement should be made for the reading 
of the Psahns. At present the Psalter is 
divided into sixty portions, two of which are 
supposed to be read every day, and thus the 
whole to be completed every month. As, 
however, two daily services are very rarely 
performed in any of our churches, and when 
performed are almost entirely deserted, some 
alteration is evidently required, in order that 
the Psalms may be read in a regular and con- 
secutive manner. It is therefore suggested, 
that the Psalter should be divided into fifty 
distinct portions, and that one of these 
should be read every Sunday morning and 
evening in its successive order. By such a 
regulation, the Psalms would be read twice 
every year in churches where there are two 
services, and ftnce in such where there is 
only single duty. On the supposition that 
those Psalms or parts of Psalms, which on 
account of their unsuitableness to public 

* A. Clarke's lutroduction to the Book of PsalraB. 
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worship, were omitted^ ana that those also, 
which now, apparently without any sufficient 
reason, are regularly repeated in our services, 
were only read in their connexion with the 
rest, a larger portion of the Psalms would 
not be introduced into our services than at 
present. 

In the American Prayer Book, there are 
ten selections from the Psalms, any one of 
which may be read by the minister instead 
of those appointed for the day. Such an 
arrangement, however, would be unne* 
cessary if the plan here proposed were 
adopted. In their Prayer Book also, there 
are appropriate verses selected from different 
Psalms to be read previously to ifaDse ap- 
pointed for Christmas-day, Ash-Wednes- 
day, Good Friday, Ascension-day, and 
Whit-Sunday. Such a regulation might 
perhaps be advantageously introduced into 
our own Liturgy. ^ 

Lastly, it is recommended that the points 
(:) resembling a colon, which are intro- 
duced into every verse of the Psalms and 
Te Deum for regulating the chanting, should 
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be omitted. Their original object is gene- 
rally overlooked ; and when they are re- 
garded, as is commonly the case, in the light 
of the usual stops, their direct tendency is to 
obscure or even pervert the sense of the 
inspired writers. In many other places 
also, the punctuation of the Psalms requires 
a careful revision . In cathedrals or churches, 
where the Psalms are chanted, these musical 
points might be inserted by the singers 
themselves, or an edition of Psalms pointed 
as they are to be sung, might be printed 
expressly for their use. 

It is presumed that if these or similar 
regulations were adopted, the Psalter would 
be reat^oth in public and private with far 
greater benefit. Nothing would be intro- 
duced which was not of general application, 
whilst the short introductory summary pre- 
fixed to each Psalm, would materially assist 
the devotion dt the worshipper. 
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No part of the Church-Service appears 
to be more defective in its regulations, or to 
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stand in greater need of amendment^ than 
its Psalmody. The antiquated phraseology 
of the Old Version, and the smooth insi- 
pidity of the New ; notwithstanding a few 
redeeming excellencies, render them utterly 
inadequate for their professed object. In- 
numerable selections, possessing various de- 
grees of merit, have been introduced into 
different churches, but their number and 
discordant materials subject them to the 
serious charge of promoting disunion and 
dissension, which the difference of tastes, 
reasonably to be expected on every change 
of incumbents, has a direct tendency to in- 
crease. Under these circumstances it ap- 
pears highly desirable that a weUjjd^^sted 
collection of Psalms and Hymns snould be 
enjoined, or at least sanctioned by tiie ap- 
proval of our bishops. It were unreasonable 
to expect that such a work would meet with 
unqualified approbation, buffsurely Chris- 
tian candour would readily make some sacri- 
fice of personal opinion, for the sacred end of 
promoting the unity and edification of the 
whole community. 
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The work that is required should glow 
with fervour, without being inflamed with 
fanaticism; should be tempered, but not 
chilled with sobriety; sufficiently copious 
to afford a suitable adaptation for every 
general subject, but not so extensive as to 
embarrass by its variety, or impede its cir- 
culation by its price : praise should be its 
predominant characteristic, but not to the 
exclusion of some plaintive strains of sup- 
plication and penitence. In short, it should 
assist the general impression of our prayers, 
without encroaching upon their province. 
Every vindictive expression, as utterly re- 
pugnant to the mild spirit of the Gospel, 
and quty private feeling, as unsuitable 
for public worship, should be excluded^ 
whilst the various attributes and oflSces 
of the triune God should be fully un- 
folded. 

Each Hymi should be complete in all its 
parts, every line carrying forward the sub- 
ject, and every verse adding new energy to 
the one which preceded it. The close, like 
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that of a strain in music^ should be apparent 
to every one, whilst its whole composition 
should be so arranged, that any abridge- 
ment would be regarded as a defect, and 
any addition as an incumbrance. 

The pathetiq observations of an anonymous 
writer, will appropriately close the chapter 
before us : ^^ Would that he whose mind 
was so deeply interested in this subject, 
had survived to pass his judgment on the 
considerations which we have presumed to 
offer; he, from whose perfect candour, if 
just, they would have met with immediate 
approbation, and by whose exquisite taste, 
if erroneous, their fallacy would immediately 
have been detected ! But it was ojkerwise 
decreed j the name of Heber could scarcely 
be further endeared to the heart of every 
pious and enlightened Christian; and if 
the completion of this important national 
work should be reserved for other hands, 
few would be able out of the abun- 
dance of their claims upon the gratitude 
and admiration of all Christians, to spare 
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SO well this further title to the thankful 
remembrance and affectionate veneration of 
the Church.''* 

* See an admirable treatise on Psalmody in the 
seventy-fifth number of the Quarterly Review, where 
some of the preceding hints are amplified and enforced 
with peculiar ability. 
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The Lessons — Hymns preceding and following the Lessons — 
— ^The Creeds — Interlocutory Sentenced— Collects— State- 
Prayers — Prayer for the Clergy — Conclading Prayers and 
Thanksgivings — ^The Litany — Communion Service— Week- 
day Services. 

*The Bible, and the Bible alone,'' it has 
been triumphantly asserted, ^ is the religion 
of Protestants/' Though this apothegm 
was first uttered long after the, time of 
the earliest Reformers, its spirit certainly 
glowed in their breasts, and conspicuously 
appeared in all their proceedings. The 
Bible they regarded as the divinely ap- 
pointed instrument for pulling down the 
strong holds of error, and for erecting 
the sacred fabric, of genuine Ghristiwity ; 
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and the success which attended their labours 
fully vindicates the abundant use they 
made of this sacred weapon. Their various 
versions and extensive circulation of the 
Scriptures more effectually promoted the 
cause of religion, than all their other united 
labours ; while the public reading of large 
continuous portions of Holy Writ, enabled 
their congregations to distinguish for them- 
selves between the essential doctrines of 
our common Christianity, and the fatal error3 
or useless appendages of popery. 

THE LESSONS. 

It may indeed, at first sight, be questioned 
whether, at the present day, when the doc- 
trines of the Reformation are happily esta- 
blished, and the invention of printing, and 
the spread of education, have placed the 
Bible within the reach of every individual, 
it be still necessary to devote so large a por- 
tion of public worship to the reading of the 
Scriptures. But when the sceptical indif- 
ference of numbers, and the incessant 
worldly engagements of still more, are 
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taken into consideration^ it may fairly be 
presumed that were it not for the public 
reading of the word of God, the great bulk 
of our congregations would possess little 
acquaintance with the sacred writings. As 
far as the devout reader of the Bible is con- 
cerned, there is no danger to be appre- 
hended of his considering the large citations 
from its inspired pages as tedious or unedi- 
fying.* ^ He who hath once tasted their 
excellencies, will desire to taste them yet 
again: and he who tastes them oftenest, 
will relish them best."f 

* The late venerable Mr. Hey of Leeds used fre- 
quently to refer to the benefit he derived in the early part 
of his religious course, from the Evening Prayers, and 
especially from the Lessons of the Established Church ; 
" I often," he said, " look at the place where I was 
accustomed to sit, with great pleasure, and can never 
forget the happy moments I then enjoyed. The winter 
season was peculiarly pleasant to me, as the solemn 
gloom which seemed rather increased by the few candles 
then lighted, tended to sober the mind, and excited a 
peculiar feeling not unfriendly to devotion. I was sure 
of hearing two good sermons, one from a Prophet, and 
another from an Evangelist; consequently I never came 
empty away." 

t fiishop Home. 

F 
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But although all parts of the Bible are 
given by inspiration of God, and are pro- 
fitable for various purposes ; every part is not 
equally edifyiug, and still less equally suit- 
able for public worship. Our Reformers evi- 
dently recognized this distinction. Hence, 
when they made such arrangements that in 
the daily Services, the greater part of the 
Old Testament should be read once, and 
the New Testament thrice in the year ; they 
purposely omitted several chapters which 
contain little more than lists of genealogies, 
or subjects which are repeated in other 
parts of the sacred volume, or matters of 
so mystical and abstruse a nature, as to 
require the aid of a learned commentator, or 
at least a careful and laborious collation with 
other portions of holy writ. Had they been 
aware that the daily services would fall into 
disuse, they would probably have appointed 
appropriate second, as well as first lessons 
for the different Sundays in the year; and 
had they not, as in their application of the 
Psalms, been led to consider certain chap- 
ters of the Old Testament as peculiarly 
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appropriate to the temporary circamstaiiees 
of the Church, they would, no doubt, in 
several instances, have exchanged the ap- 
pointed chapters for others better accommo- 
dated to the capacity of a general audience 
and the edification of modern times. 

It is therefore proposed, that in the ap- 
pointment of the second Lessons for Sun- 
days, such a selection and arrangement 
should be made from the New Testament, 
as would enable the minister to read the 
most interesting parts in a connected order 
during the course of the year. This could 
easily be accomplished, if the fullest state- 
ment of any subject which was recorded in 
more than one Gospel was appointed to be 
read to the exclusion of the rest ; and if 
two, and occasionally three of the shortest 
chapters in the £pistles, were to be united 
into one Lesson. 

With respect to the chapters now ap- 
pointed for the first Lessons, it is evident 
that some of them might be advantageously 
exchanged for others which might be better 
calculated to promote the edification of a 

f2 
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Cliristiaua udience. There are several (some 
for example in Genesis and Ezekiel) wliicli it 
is painful to read aloud ; tliere are others 
agaiuj the mysterious and symbolical lan- 
guage of which, renders them altogether 
unintelligible to the great bulk of our 
hearers ; and not a few, which, when sepa- 
rated from the context, and unexplained by 
a short commentj are liable to the grossest 
perversion. It were weak, indeed, to sup- 
pose that the affecting account of Abraham's 
being called upon to offer up his only son, 
could be attended with an erroneous appli- 
cation; but surely they are alike ignorant 
of human nature, and of the actual expe- 
rience of past and present times, who would 
venture to assert, that the detailed accounts 
of the exterminating wars of the Jews, and 
of their puttiog to death unarmed prisoners 
of war, read as they are, unconnected with 
the context, and unexplained by the mi- 
nister, are not liable to the most dangerous 
perversion,* 

* Might it not be desirable that a brief obBervation 
should be pj%6xed to chapters of such a de»criptioD, 
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It is foreign to the design of this work to 
canvass the expediency of a new or revised 
version of the Bible ; the writer, however, 
will venture to remark, that if suitable per- 
sons were authorized to exchai^e a few 
obsolete phrases for those of more modern 
usage, and to give a more delicate rendering 
to a few others, (a task which might very 
easily be accomplished,) considerable benefit 
would accrue to the cause of religion. The 
refinements of modem times require, and 
the glory of God demands, that such a 
phraseology should be adopted in the trans- 
lation of the Bible, as would fully convey 
the sense of its inspired writers, without 
unnecessarily shocking the delicacy of the 

reminding the reader^ that while he might derive a pro- 
fitable lesson from the consideration of God's righteous 
judgments against national wickedness^ he should ever 
bear in mind, that nothing less than the most express 
commands of the Almighty could vindicate the conduct 
of the ancient Jews^ or authorize modem nations to 
follow their example ? Such a memento would be highly 
profitable during a private perusal of the Scriptures ; 
and if previously read by the officiating minister, would 
remove one of the principal objections to these chapters 
being introduced into our public Service. 
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refilled, or provoking the sarcasms of tlic 
protane. 

There can also now be no suflBcient reason 
for still retaining the appointed selection 
of Lessons from the Apocrypha, or even for 
annexing them to our authorized version 
of the Scriptures. It may be conceded that 
at the period of the Reformation, an imme- 
diate and total rejection of these uncanonical 
writings would have given great and unne- 
cessary offence ; but when the prudential 
reasons for retaining them bad ceased, llie 
custom should also have been abandoned. 

" The arrangement of the Lessons," says 
a writer in the London Review, " might 
doubtless be very much improved; but a 
far more important and needful change would 
be, that which should reduce the Bible within 
tlie limits of what may truly be called Scrip- 
ture. No Apocryphal passage should be al- 
lowed either to be read inChurch, or to be left 
so connected with holy writ in the same vo- 
lume, as to be liable to be confounded with 
it. Our sixth article does indeed clearly 
distinguish between the uses of the two 
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parts of the Bible; but the association 
caused by their being always conjoined in 
one book, and by the unscriptural portion 
being occasionally read in church, is far 
stronger than any warning of this land. 
The canon of Scripture adopted by the 
Church of England may be most satisfac- 
torily proved correct. Why should we 
weaken its authority by making the same 
kind of use of the 2d Book of Esdras, 
the story of Bel and the Dragon, and the 
other spurious productions ? If any works 
besides those of Scripture ought to be read, 
it were better they should be the writings of 
the apostolical fathers, the epistles of Cle- 
ment, Ignatius, and Poly carp ; because they 
have not been, in later times at least, con- 
founded with Scripture, as has been the 
case with these others. But surely there is 
no call for thus endangering at all the cha- 
racter of Holy Writ. If formerly the pub- 
lic reading of these was requisite, because 
the example of life, and instruction of man- 
ners which they furnish, were precious in 
the church, that need has passed away.'' 
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THE HYMNS PRECEDING AND FOLLOWING 

THE LESSONS. 

It has already been suggested that it 
might be desirable to omit the Psalms which 
are interspersed in this part of the Service, 
.and to confine the reading of them to those 
places where they would naturally occur in 
their connexion with the rest of the Psalter. 
The same may be said of the Benedictus, 
the Magnificat, and the Nunc dimittis. 
These hymns are exquisitely beautiful in 
themselves, and admirably expressive of 
the pious feelings of the persons by whom 
they were originally uttered ; but they con- 
tain several expressions which are inappli- 
cable to any other person. The same con- 
siderate feelings for the prejudices of the 
Roman Catholics which induced our Re- 
formers to retain in their selection of the 
Lessons, portions from the Apocryphal wri- 
tings, probably influenced them in appoint- 
ing the Magnificat a place in our daily 
Service. This beautiful and divinely in- 
spired hymn, they might justly argue, would 



PUBLIC SERVICBS. 73 

admirably and inoffensively supersede the 
use of the Ave Maria. 

The Te Deum, as a human composition^ 
is beyond all praise. It may, however, be 
questioned whether it would not have been 
desirable to have confined its use, as in 
Roman Catholic countries, to the principal 
Festivals. We seem to want in our Esta- 
blished Church a more lively and distinctive 
recognition of these joyous seasons. Were 
the reading of the Te Deura confined to the 
Festivals, the Magnificat and Benedictus to 
Christmas Day, and the Nunc dimittis to 
the Sunday following, a holy glow and spirit 
of devotion would probably be produced in 
our congregations, which is lost, or at least 
diminished, by their daily recurrence. Our 
Liturgy, it has also been said, is somewhat 
defective in expressions of praise. Were dif- 
ferent appropriate thanksgivings composed 
expressly for the commemoration of the va- 
rious events referred to in our Festivals, their 
use on these occasions, it is conceived, would 
be attended with the most beneficial effects. 

The Benedicite is a composition beneath 
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criticism. It is a sort of feeble, attenuated 
paraphrase or imitation of the 148th Psalm. 
As the nse of it is happily optional, it has 
long since been discarded from our Public 
Services ; and it ought certainly to be ex- 
cluded fronr the next edition of our Prayer 
Book. 

THE CREEDS. 

Our Creeds and Articles, though mainly 
directed to the same object, and invested 
with the same authority, possess their dis- 
tinctive peculiarities. The Articles were 
composed expressly for our own commu- 
nion, and contain a full and lucid exhibition 
of the various doctrines and principal rites 
of tlie Church of England ; whereas the 
Creeds were composed many centuries be- 
fore our Church was in existence, and, if 
we except their bold and explicit develop- 
ment of the important doctrines of the Tri- 
nity, and the two-fold nature of Christ, 
exhibit rather a cursory reference to his- 
torical facts than a recognition of Christian 
doctrines. The inspiration and sufficiency 
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of the Scriptures, original sin^ the vicarious 
sacrifice of our Lord, justification by faith, 
and the nature and necessity of good works, 
(all of which are clearly developed in the 
articles,) are either entirely omitted, or 
only indistinctly alluded to in these ancient 
symbols. 

The grand excellency, then, of the Articles 
consists in their presenting to us a full elu- 
cidation of all the essential doctrines of the 
Church of England ; whereas the principal 
use of the Creeds consists in their affording, 
as far as they proceed, the corroborating 
testimony of antiquity in favour of our own 
established tenets. Had this evident dis- 
tinction been recognized by our Reformers, 
our Church might have been freed from all 
responsibility respecting any real or sup- 
posed inaccuracies of argument, defects in 
elucidation, or unguarded expressions, which 
may be found in these ancient formularies, 
while she might equally have appealed to 
them in corroboration of her own sentiments. 
Under these circumstances it is with 
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much deference suggested to our spiritual 
rulers, that a concise but comprehensive 
summary of the tenets of our Church — a 
sort of abridgment of our own Articles — 
might profitably be adopted in the place of 
our Creeds. The reading of this expres- 
sion of faith might be confined to our differ- 
ent Festivals, as there does not appear suf- 
ficient reason for the retention of any creed 
as an essential and inseparable part of pub- 
lic service. Agreeably to this regulation, 
the three Creeds might be still retained in 
our Prayer Books, and recognized in our 
Articles as ^^ venerable and authentic docu- 
ments, well deserving the attention of Chris- 
tians in every age.'' Surely such an ar- 
rangement would be highly preferable to 
that of supplying any deficiencies, or of 
softening down or expunging any unguard- 
ed expressions in the creeds ; since every 
alteration, by invalidating their identity, 
would necessarily deprive them of their 
principal value as ancient and authentic 
documents. 
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THE INTERLOCUTORT SENTENCES. 

These versicles^ which immediatelj pre- 
cede the Collect for the day^ hare by some 
been considered as an epitome of the difier- 
ent subsequent prayers. If a few rerbal 
alterations were introduced, (and some of the 
versicles evidently require them,) the connex- 
ion between the different clauses would be 
more apparent, and the supposed analogy 
would be complete. They might in that 
case, if deemed desirable, be appointed to 
be read on week days, and on other occa^ 
sions when the subsequent prayers were 
omitted. 

THE COLLECTS. 

Many of the Collects of our Church pre- 
sent the^ most admirable models for prayer. 
They are short, comprehensive, animated, 
and spiritual; happily blending the pro- 
foundest humility with the most exalted 
devotion. Some of them, however, (for 
instance, the Collect for Peace and the one 
appointed for the Fourth Sunday after Epi- 
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phany,) require a few verbal alterations. 
Baxter's remarks on the former are perhaps 
expressed in too strong language, though 
certainly there is some ground for his ani- 
madversions. ^^ The Second Collect,'' says 
he, '^ is entitled ^ for Peace/ and hath not 
a word in it of petition for peace, but only 
for defence in assaults of enemies, and that 
we may not fear their power ; and the pre- 
faces, ^ in knowledge of whom standeth our 
eternal life, and in whose service is perfect 
freedom,^ have no more evident respect to 
a petition for peace than to any other. The 
prayer itself comes in disorderly; while 
many prayers or petitions are omitted, 
which, according both to the method of the 
Lord's Prayer and the nature of things, 
should go before." 

THE STATE PRAYERS. 

^^ Of Forms of prayer," says Archdeacon 
Paley, ^^ which offend not egregiously 
against truth and decency, that has the 
most merit which is best calculated to keep 
alive the devotion of the assembly. It were 
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to be wished^ therefore, that every part of 
a Liturgy were personally applicable to 
every individual in the congregation ; and 
that nothing were introduced to interrupt 
the passion^ or damp the flame^ which it is 
not easy to rekindle. Upon this principle 
the State Prayers in our Liturgy should 
be fewer and shorter. Whatever may be 
pretended, the congregation do not feel 
that concern in the subject of these prayers, 
which must be felt or ever prayers be made 
to Grod with earnestness. The state style 
likewise seems unseasonably introduced into 
these prayers, as ill according with that 
annihilation of human greatness, of which 
every act that carries the mind to God, 
presents the idea.'' 

In accordance with the observations of 
Dr. Paley, it is suggested, that all compli- 
mentary epithets should be expunged from 
these and similar prayers ; and that the 
two Collects which are now separately used 
for the king and the royal family, should be 
blended together. The petitions in each are 
nearly synonymous^ with the exception of 
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the prayer tliat the king *' may vanquish 
and overcome all his enemies," a petition 
inapplicable to times of peace, and unne- 
cessary in times of war, as an appropriate 
prayer is appointed for such occasions. 
The prayers might be thus united: — 
" O Lord our heavenly Father, high and 
mighty, King of kings. Lord of lords, who 
dost trom thy throne behold all the dwellers 
upon earth, most heartily we beseech thee 
with thy favour to behold our sovereign 
Lord King George [the Queen, the Prince 
and Princess of Wales,] and all the Boyal 
Family. Replenish them with the grace of 
thy Holy Spirit, that they may alway incline 
to thy will and walk in thy way : endue 
them plenteously with heavenly gifts ; pros- 
per them with all happiness; and bring 
them to thine everlasting kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord." 

The prayer appointed for the time of war 
and tumults is too specific. Should ''pride," 
"malice," or any other evil passion, form so 
conspicuous a feature in the cliaracter of 
our enemies as to require a distinct specifi- 
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cation^ such contingency might be met^ as 
in the case of the late war, by an express 
prayer for the occasion. After all, accusa- 
tory epithets should be very rarely, if ever, 
introduced into our petitions at a throne of 
grace. 

In the prayer for the high court of Par- 
liament, independently of the objectionable 
phrase, "most religious and gracious king,''* 
the epithet of most gracious is applied in 
the same sentence to the King of heaven 
and to an earthly sovereign. This blemish is 
evidently an inadvertency, and cannot too 
soon be expunged. As the king is shortly 
afterwards distinctly recognized in this 
prayer, it might be desirable to omit the 
reference to him in the introductory peti- 
tion. The prayer would then be as fol- 
lows : — ^^ Most gracious God, we humbly 
beseech thee as for this kingdom in general, 
so especially for the high court of Parlia- 

* It is related of our late venerable and pious sove- 
reign, that he erased from his Prayer Book the words 
most religious €tnd gracious king, and inserted in the 
margin miserable sinner. 
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inent at this time assembled: that thou 
wouldest be pleased to direct and prosper 
all their consultations^'' &c. 

THE PRAYER FOR THE CLERGY. 

Several alterations might be advantage- 
ously adopted in this prayer. The intro- 
ductory clause^ ^ who alone workest great 
marvels^" being somewhat antiquated in its 
phraseology, and liable to the cavils of 
the ill disposed, might be exchanged for a 
more definite expression ; and the supplica- 
tion for the people, as superseded by the 
enlarged and appropriate petitions which 
are offered up in their behalf in a subsequent 
prayer, might be here omitted. The terms 
referring to the Clergy might be so amplified 
as to include the ministers of other com- 
munions; and the petition for the divine 
blessing on their labours be more largely 
and specifically expressed. It is, indeed^ 
somewhat remarkable^ that our Liturgy, 
which breathes the spirit of boundless bene- 
volence towards ^^ all who profess and call 
themselves Christians,'^ should in this and 
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in similar prayers, apparently confine its 
intercessions for the ministers of its own 
communion. 

CONCLUDING PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGS. 

The Prayer of St. Chrysostom is well 
adapted to close our public worship. There 
are, however, two other collects at the con- 
clusion of the Communion Service, equally 
appropriate for the purpose; but which, 
being left to the discretion of the minister, 
are seldom used. Might it not then be 
desirable that the Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
should only be used at the end of the 
Litany, and that the other two should seve- 
rally be substituted in its place in the Even- 
ing Prayers and in the Communion Ser- 
vice ? 

Perhaps also, for the purpose of some- 
what varying our Services, the Apostolical 
Benediction at the end of the Litany might 
be exchanged for the divinely inspired form 
recorded in the 6th chapter of Numbers ; 
'^ The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord 
make his face to shine upon you, and be gra- 

g2 
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cious unto you : the Lord lift up his coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peace.''* 

In the American Prayer Book there are 
inserted, ^^ Prayers for a sick person, for a 
sick child, for persons going to sea, for 
persons under affliction, and for malefactors 
after condemnation;" and also "Thanksgiv- 
ings for a recovery from sickness, and for 
a safe return from sea. ^' Similar prayers 
and thanksgivings might be beneficially in- 
troduced into our own Liturgy. 



THE LITANY. 

This most interesting and affecting por- 
tion of our Liturgy, admirable as it is in 
itself, is susceptible of some verbal improve- 
ments. A few are here suggested: others 
would probably occur in the event of an 
authorized revision of our Liturgy. 

" The Trinity,'^ says Mr. Hull, " is the 

* The above form is thus abridged in the Commina- 
tion Service : — '^ The Lord bless us and keep us : the 
Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon us^ and 
give us peace, now and for evermore." 
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substance of the Protestant faith in a brief 
expression, sounding nobly to the disci- 
plined and understanding ear.'' Dr, John- 
son defines the Trinity to be ^^ the incom- 
prehensible union of the Three Persons in 
the Godhead.'' According to either defini- 
tion the term appears to be more properly 
used i reference to a doctrine, than as 
an actual .address to Deity. It is, there- 
fore, suggested that the fourth clause in the 
Litany should be thus expressed: — ^O holy, 
blessed, and glorious Jehovah, three Per- 
sons, and one God : have mercy upon us, 
miserable sinners/^ Such an emendation 
would not in the slightest degree impugn 
the essential doctrine of the Trinity, whilst 
it might better harmonize with the feelings of 
the more learned and intelligent Christian. 

Agreeably to the observations which have 
already been made on the State Prayers, 
the four clauses which refer to the king and 
royal family might be thus abridged and con- 
centrated: — ^That it may please thee to keep 
and strengthen in the true worshipping 
of thee, in righteousness and holiness of life, 
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thy servant George, our King, [the Queen, 
the Prince and Princess of Wales,] and all 
the Royal Family.'' A short petition for 
the Parliament might also here be appro- 
priately inserted in this or a similar form : — 
^^ That it may please thee to direct and 
prosper all the consultations of the high 
court of Parliament, at this time assembled, 
to the advancement of thy glory, the good 
of thy Church, the safety, honour, and wel- 
fare of our sovereign and his dominions." 
If this regulation were adopted, the same 
reason which is assigned for omitting the 
State Prayers when the Litany is read, 
would be applicable to the prayer for the 
high court of Parliament. 

THE COMMUNION SERVICE. 

The following suggestions are made on 
the supposition, that, agreeably to what has 
been already proposed, the Communion Ser- 
vice should be appointed to be read on Sun- 
day mornings when the Lord's Supper was 
administered, on Sunday afternoons in those 
churches where there are three services. 
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and also on Sainis'-days and other Festivals 
which do not occur on a Sunday ; but always 
to the exclusion of every other part of the 
Liturgy. Several of the observations would, 
however, be equally applicable under any 
other arrangement. 

In the American Liturgy, our Lords 
beautiful summary of the law and the pro- 
phets (Matt. xxii. 37 — 40.*) immediately 
follows the Commandments. Such a regu- 
lation, it is presumed, might be very advan* 
tageously adopted in our own Service ; 
especially if the Commandments and the 
words of our Lord were both introduced by 
a short declaration of the circumstances 
under which each of them was originally 
uttered. Perhaps it might also be desirable 
that the first petition, ^^ Lord, have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 
law,^^ which is repeated after each of the 

'^ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
hearty and with all thy soul^ and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two commandments hang a]] the 
law and the prophets." 
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nine first commandments, should be changed 
into the plural number, and read only at 
the conclusion of the wbole; and that the 
second petition, " Lord, have mercy upon 
us, and write all these thy laws in our 
hearts, we beseech thee," should be read 
immediately after the words of our Lord. 
As the Collects for the king in the Commu- 
nion Service appear to be superseded by 
one of the petitions in the prayer for the 
Church Militant, they mi^ht appropriately 
be omitted in this part of the Service, and 
used ia the place of the Political Prayers 
in the Evening Service. It seems, indeed, 
desirable that the Evening Prayers should 
not retain so close a resemblance to the 
Morning Prayers as they do at present. 

By the Rubric it is appointed that the 
sermon should precede the Offertory, and 
that if there be no Communion, the Prayer 
for Christ's Church Militant, together with 
one or more of the last Collects and the 
Benediction, shall afterwards be read. By 
general custom, though without any autho- 
rity, the Offertoiy and the Prayer for the 
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Church Militant, are almost universally omit- 
ted, except when the Sacrament is admi- 
nistered ; and on the latter occasions^ the 
congregation, with the exception of the 
communicants^ is dismissed immediately 
after the sermon. It is therefore proposed 
that the Offertory should be read, (during 
which time collections might be made for 
the poor from the whole congregation,) as 
well as the Prayer for the Church Militant, 
previously to the sermon. According to 
this arrangement the Sacramental Service 
would most appropriately commence with 
the Exhortation ;* and, with the exception 
of the following alterations^ might be con- 
ducted as at present. 

'The first alteration proposed, consists 
merely of a slight abridgement of the 
different exhortations, similar to that which 
is adopted in the American Liturgy. The 
second, though equally simple in itself, 
is of far greater importance. Its object 

* *^ Dearly beloved in the Lord ye that mind to come 
to the Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour, Christ," &c. 
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is to remove the fatigue and weariness 
experienced by both minister and people, 
as well as a certain tendency to supersti- 
tion, which may occasionally be generated in 
the minds of the ignorant, by the repetition 
of the same words to every communicant. 
This might be obviated by suitable persons 
being appointed to deliver the elements after 
the words had been audibly read by the mi- 
nister ; or, should such an inroad on long- 
established customs, "hallowed to the feel- 
ings, and interwoven with the habits of the 
nation," excite painful sensations, the minis- 
ter might be directed to pronounce the 
words only once, to as many as could con- 
veniently kneel together at tlie rails of the 
communion-table, as is frequently done by 
our bishops at confirmation, and then deliver 
the elements to the difi'erent communicants. 
This usage has long prevailed in many 
populous parishes, and would doubtless have 
been much more extensively followed, had 
not conscientious motives deterred numbers 
of the clergy from deviating, even in this 
slight manner, from the express directions 
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of the Church. Praiseworthy, however, 
as the motives of such clergy may have 
been under our existing regulations, it ought 
never to be forgotten, that the object of all 
ritual appointments is to subserve the cause 
of religion, and that when actual experience 
or change of circumstances renders them 
liable to produce the opposite effects, the 
sooner they are legally abolished, the 
better. 

A proceeding, of a somewhat similar 
nature to the foregoing suggestion, appears 
to have been adopted in the primitive 
Church. In St. Luke's Gospel, (xxii. 
17,) we read that our Lord took the cup 
and said ^^ Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves.^' The command in the original 

(Xaj3£T€ Tovro K(u SiajuupKrare eavroic,) implies 

such a mutual distribution of it, as should 
allow to each his due portion. Indeed, 
throughout the New Testament Scriptures, 
where allusion is made to the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, the expression is 
invariably the samej (XajSerc, ^ayfrc,) ad- 
dressed in the plural number to the com- 
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municaots^ collectively, and not individually. 
It may therefore be gathered from a colla- 
tion of the different passages^ that the sacra- 
mental words were but once used upon 
every occasion ; and the elements after con- 
secration sent among the persons who ap- 
peared at the sacred table, not given to 
each in succession by him that ministered, 
but passed along by the act of the company, 
and partaken together as it were ^^ inter se 
mutuo,'' or, frdm hand to hand. 

THE WEEK-DAY SERVICES. 

Before the writer quits the considera- 
tion of the public services of the Church, 
a short observation may be requisite re- 
specting the Week-day Prayers. In some 
parishes these are enjoined, and in others 
completely voluntary, emanating from the 
desire of the clergyman to afford additional 
means of instruction to his people. In the 
latter case, the evening has generally been 
selected, as affording the most convenient 
season for assembling a congregation. Might 
it not then be desirable that in all cases the 
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time of divine worship during the week, 
should be left to the discretion of the minis- 
ter ; and further, that such services should be 
considerably shorter than those which are ap- 
pointed for the days expressly set apart for 
religious purposes ? The nature and extent 
of the abridgement might be left to the dis- 
cretion of each clergyman ; or if such a lati- 
tude were considered liable to abuse, the par- 
ticular service might be expressly enjoined. 
It might, for instance, be appfttited that the 
Morning or Evening Prayerif should be the 
same as those for Sunday, omitting the 
Introductory Exhortation, the Absolution, 
the Psalms, and all the Prayers following 
the Collect for the day, with the exception 
of the Thanksgiving and the Benediction. 
The Versicles immediately preceding the 
Collects, it has already been remarked, with 
some verbal alterations, might be properly 
considered as a compendium of the omitted 
prayers. As the frequency of Week- 
day Services would necessarily vary, the 
choice of the Lessons might entirely be left 
to the officiating clergyman. 
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^ OCCASIONAL SERVICES. 



The Baptismal Service — Catechism — Order of Confirmation — 
Marriage Serviceg^hurching of Women — ^Visitation of the 
Sick — Funeral i^Plce— Commination Service — Services re- 
ferring to Politica|i(Bvents — Additional Services — Rubrics — 
Alterations proposed by the Commissioners in 1689. 



It is generally conceded that a Church has 
authority in matters of discipline. With 
the cause of religion to influence her deci- 
sions, and the rules of decency and order to 
guide her movements, she msjy assign to her 
members whatever outward observances and 
internal regulations she may judge condu- 
cive to their greater edification. It is only 
necessary that such peculiar enactments, 
as she may consider desirable to be esta- 
blished in what may be called her domestic 
government, should be of such a descrip- 
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tion, that if they be not actually supported 
by the express declarations of Holy Writ, 
they may at least be incapable of being 
disproved by that sacred standard. So that, 
due regard being had to the union and sym- 
pathy existing between the head and the 
members, she may use a sound and scrip- 
tural discretion in the maintaining or dis- 
continuing any mere ceremonial, or other 
formal specifications. Unity la essential doc- 
trines ought to exist througnkt the Chris- 
tian world ; but unity in discipline, however 
it may be occasionally desirable, is far from 
being either a necessary or practicable at- 
tainment. Hence then it appears that the 
creed of a Church, and the arrangements for 
her domestic government are widely differ- 
ent considerations; a distinction which 
should be especially held in view in the re- 
vision of the occasional offices of our Church. 
Some parts of them we must bear in mind 
are expressly enjoined by the Scriptures, 
and are therefore in their very nature unal- 
terable ; whereas others, being appointed 
for the sole purpose of communicating an 
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additional decency and efficiency to its 

ministrations^ may, from^ a variety of cirr 

cumstances, occasionally demand a consi- 
derable alteration. 

THE BAPTISMAL SERVICE. 

Some emendations appear desirable ia 
this Service, both with respect to the office 
itself, and the time of its administration. 
Public Baptism is directed by our Church, 
to be per^nRed at the font immediately 
after the last 'Lesson of the Morning ?in4 
Evening Prayers. The reasons assign^ 
for this regulation, are that ^' the congregar 
tion may testify the receiving of the newly 
baptized children into the number of Christ's. 
Church, and also that every one present 
may be put in remembrance of his own pro- 
fession made, to God in his baptism.'' This 
direction, and the reasons for its apppintr 
ment, admirable as they appear in theory, 
are found to lose much of their weight when 
actually reduced to practice. =, 

In small parishes, indeed, where the rite 
of Baptism is very rarely administered, the 
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injunction might be invariably and even 
beneficially enforced ; bat in populous dis- 
tricts, a rigid adherence to the Rubric would 
be attended with the most serious incon- 
veniences. In many of our large churches, 
the office would be neither heard nor seen 
by the great bulk of the congregation ; and 
the inconvenient interruption which would 
almost invariably occur in our public ser- 
vices, could not fail to produce a wearisome 
effect upon the worshippers, the Baptism 
of an infant is doul>tless regarded by its 
own parents as an interesting event, and if 
they are pious persons, as a most solemn 
ooe ; but it would be unreasonable to expect 
that similar feelings should pervade a large 
congregation, the majority of whom had not 
the slightest knowledge of the parties con- 
cerned. Surely then it is desirable that 
a Rubric which, from the necessity of the 
case, is almost universally disregarded, 
should be expunged, and a discretionary 
power be vested in the minister respect- 
ing the time for the performance of this 
office. The presence of a large and pro- 

H 
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bably dissatisfied congregation could not 
&il to produce painful feelings in the minds 
of the assisting friends ; whereas the very 
circuoistance of the spacious edifice being 
occupied solely by themselves, would add 
additional solemnity to the service, not to 
say that the removal of every contingent 
restraint would enable them to indulge in 
those pious and natural feelings which the 
ordinance is so well calculated to inspire. 

The office of Baptism is also susceptible 
of some abridgement. A discretionary 
power might be given to the clergyman 
to omit one of the introductory prayers; 
the different exhortations might be com- 
pressed; and a general reference to the 
articles of the Christian faith might super- 
sede the somewhat formal repetition of every 
clause in the Apostles* Creed. 

It is far more difficult to decide re- 
specting the nature and extent of any alter- 
ation in those passages which refer to the 
^^ regeneration" of the infant. Many persons 
evidently wish that all the terms which bear 
upon the subject should be considerably 
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modified^ if not entirely expunged; others 
perhaps coincide in the opinion of the author 
of ^^ Church Reform,'' that it would **^b6 
useful to give in a Rubric a clear and short 
explanation of the Liturgical sense of the 
word 'regeneration ;*^* whereas a considerr 
able number^ perhaps the majority of the 
Clergy, regard all the proposed alterations 
as a culpable surrendry of the peculiar 
glory of a Christian sacrament, and an 
abandonment of the distinguishing privi- 
leges of infants under the Christian dis- 
pensation. 

Many years ago, the writer inserted, in 
his ^^ Lives of the Fathers," the following 
quotation from Bishop Ryder, with the 
annexed observations. As his own opinions 
on this subject continue unchanged, he can- 
not better express them than in the words 
he used on that occasion. 

The Bishop of Gloucester (now of Litch- 
field and Coventry) appears to the writer 
to have at once so happily preserved the 
mean between lowering the ordinance of 
Baptism to a mere initiatory rite, and making 

h2 
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it almost the whole of religion, and at the 
same time to have so accurately expressed 
the sentiments of the early fathers, and 
those of our own Church on this subject, 
that he cannot refrain from iuserting the 
following passage from his Lordship's 
charge, and recommending it to the serious 
attention of the Clergy of the Establish- 
ment. 

"I would wish," remarks his Lordship, 
" generally to restrict the term [regenera- 
tion] to the baptismal privileges; and con- 
sidering them as comprehending, not only 
anexternaladraission into the visible Church, 
not only a covenanted title to the pardon 
and grace of the Gos|jel, but even a degree 
of spiritual aid vouchsafed, and ready to of- 
fer itself to our acceptance or rejection at the 
dawn of reason, I would recommend a re- 
ference to these privileges in our discourses, 
as talents which the hearer should have so 
improved, as to bear interest, as seed which 
should have sprung up and produced fruit. 
But, at the same time, I would solemnly pro- 
test against that most serious error (which 
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has arisen probably from exalting too highly 
the jast view of baptismal regeneration) 
of contemplating all the individuals of a 
baptized congregation as converted, — as 
having all once known the truths and entered 
upon the right path, though some may have 
wandered from it, and others may have 
made little progress, — as not, therefore, re- 
quiring (what all by nature, and most, it is 
to be feared, through defective principle and 
practice require) that ' transformation by 
the renewing of the mind '/ that ^ putting off 
the old man, and putting on the new man,' 
which is so emphatically enjoined by St. 
Paul to his baptized Romans and Ephe- 
sians.''* 

Were the nice distinctions of this amiable 
prelate frequently and clearly recognized 
in our public discourses, it is probable that 
the principal objections to our Baptismal 
Service would be entirely removed • But 
as there is reason to apprehend that this is 
not invariably the case, it is presumed that 
some judicious and conciliatory alterations 

^ Bishop Ryder's primary Charge to his Clergy. 
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might be introduced into this Service. The 
writer is deeply impressed with the con- 
sideration of the delicacy of the subject^ and 
no less convinced that the authorized revi- 
sors of our Liturgy would display in this 
part of their work, no less tenderness than 
wisdom. He trusts, however, that agree- 
ably to the general design of his publica- 
tion^ he may be allowed respectfully to sug- 
gest as a subject of deliberate consideration, 
whether there could not be such an intermix- 
ture of Scriptural language with this part of 
the Service^ as would without any compro* 
mise of principle, accord with the sentiments 
of every serious and devout Christian. A 
slight portion of charity, that loveliest of 
all Christian graces, we may presume would 
induce all parties cheerfully to acquiesce in 
an arrangement which would enable them 
to retain their own sentiments, without 
decidedly impugning those of others.^ 

* The writer well remembei's, that when some years 
ago he visited Berlin, the King of Prussia adopted a 
somewhat similar plan for the purpose of uniting the 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches into one communion. 
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THE CATECHISM. 

^^ In the Catechism,'' says Baxter, '^ there 
are omitted some of the essential attributes 
of God, without which he cannot be rightr 
\y known. There is also omitted the doc- 
trine of the law made to Adam, and of 
man^s fall ; add the doctrine of our misery 
is insuflSciently touched: the person, oflSce, 
or properties of the Redeemer are so iur 
sufficiently opened, as we should think the 
essentials of Christianity are omitted, were 
it not that they are, generally at least, ex- 
pressed in the Creed itself, which is more 
full than the explication of it. There is no 
mention of the holy Scriptures in it; and the 
doctrine of the Covenant of Grace is very 
defectively expressed; and so is the doc- 
trine of Sanctifioation, and other parts of 

The only difference between these bodies respected the 
doctrine of consubstantiation. The king therefore re- 
commended^ that when the elements were administered, 
the language of Scripture should be exclusively adopted, 
each individual being left at perfect liberty to attach to 
it hia own peculiar interpretation^ 
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the work of tlie Holy Ghost, and the wliole 
doctrine of God^s judgment and execution, 
and that of luan's duty, and even the nature 
and use of the Sacraments in which it is 
fullest." If the Catechisni is considered in 
the light of a summary of the necessary 
erudition of a Churchman, it must be ac- 
knowledged that it is very defective. Several 
of its deficiencies are indeed abundantly 
supplied by the enlarged expositions of 
many of the parochial Clergy. There can, 
however, be no doubt that it might be much 
improved, unless it were deemed advisable 
to supersede it by a more enlarged summary 
ef the Christian religion. It is said, that a 
second and fuller Catechism was intended to 
succeed the present elementary one. 

THE ORDEK OF CONFIRMATION. 

No rite of the Church of England has 
been more violently or more unjustly cen- 
sured than that of Confirmation, The prin- 
cipal objections appear to have originated 
either from ignorance of the nature of the 
rite, or from the indiscrimiDate mode of its 
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administration. Injudicious advocates^ by 
ascribing to it an undue authority and im- 
p(Hrtance^ and parochial ministers by neglect- 
ing a suitable instruction of the candidates^ 
may also, though in different ways^ have 
equally brought the institution into disre* 
pute* But these and similar circumstances 
demonstrate the abuse^ not the inutility of 
the ordinance* Surely nothing can be more 
reasonable than that the rising generation 
should be fully instructed- in the nature and 
importance of their religion; that they 
should be exhorted solemnly to renew their 
baptismal engagemeots ia the presence of 
an assembled congregation ; and that, in an 
episcopal churchy the dedication of them- 
selves to the service of God should' be 
made in the presence and accompanied with 
the prayers and benediction of their dio- 
cesan. In shorty it would be difficulty or 
rather impossible^ to point out a single com- 
munion of Christians in which Confirmation^ 
^^ mutato nomine^^' is not recognized. 

Had our bishops felt the same scruples in 
deviating from the letter of the Rubric in 
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the performance of this ordinance, which 
have been manifested by numbers' of the 
Clergy in the administration of the Lord's 
Snpper ; or rather had our congregations 
laid the same stress on this act of conformity, 
the necessity of the case would long since 
have demanded ah authorized change in 
the Rubrfc. At all events, it would be 
desirable that the present Rubric should be 
exchanged for one more consonant with the 
actual proceeding of our prelates ; unless, 
which would be perhaps more suitable to the 
dignity of their character and office, a dis- 
cretionary power were given to them res- 
pecting the particular mode of administer- 
ing the rite. 

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE. 

No one of the Occasional Offices more 
imperiously demands a revision,, than that 
which is now under consideration. ^*Out 
Marriage Service,'* says Dr. Johnson, 
^* is too refined. It is calculated only for 
the best kind of marriages," It is pro- 
bable that some expressions were intro- 
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duced into it in order to render it less repug- 
nant to the opinions of the Romanists, who 
had invested Marriage with the dignity of 
a Sacrament. However this may be, some 
alterations are evidently required to render 
it applicable to the present times. The 
introductory address contains some expres- 
sions^ which modern refinement renders it 
unsuitable to read aloud. The injudicious and 
abrupt appropriation of what St. Paul had 
said relative to the mystical union between 
Christ and the Church, however intelligible 
to well-informed persons, can convey little 
instruction or edification to the generality of 
hearers. The whole of the declaration 
which follows the delivery of the ring is 
objectionable : the first clause is very awk- 
wardly worded, the second is scarcely intel- 
ligible, and, abundantly better expressed 
in the words previously uttered by the 
bridegroom. The same remark is equally 
applicable to the third clause, and the con- 
cluding one, by requiring all persons, what- 
ever may be their religious sentiments, to 
appeal to the Trinity, must, in some in- 
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stances, be nothing better than a profane 
trifling with one of the most solemn doc- 
trines of Christianity.* 

It is presumed that these objections would 
be entirely removed by omitting the whole 
of the introductory address, with the excep- 
tion of the first and concluding clause, and 
expunging the whole of the sentence which 
follows the delivery of the ring, as well as 
the prayer which immediately precedes the 
final benediction. The prayer for issue 
should be omitted. Petitions for specific 
family blessings, like domestic endearmentsj 
however suitable in their appropriate place, 
become disgusting, if not ludicrous, when 
obtruded on the attention of the public. 
The passages of Scripture which conclude 
the Service, and refer to the mutual duties 

• The declaration alluded to is aa follows: — '* With 
this ring I thee wed, with my body I thee worship, and 
with all my worldly g-oods 1 thee endow ; in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghofit.^ 
Ab the minister shortly afterwurds bears the moat ex- 
press testimony to the Persons of the Godhead, no fear 
need arise lesL the omission in the declaration should be 
considered as an invalidation of the essential doctrine of 
the Trinity. 
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of. husband and wife^ might be retained in 
oar Prayer Book^ with a short introductory 
address^ recommending the serious consi-* 
deration of them to the newly-married cou- 
ple.. This would supersede the necessity 
of the minister reading them at the time of 
tiie Service. 

THE CHURCHING OF WOMEN. 

The being churched at home, it has been 
properly observed, is a practical solecism, 
a contradiction in terms. Still,* however, 
it may be questioned, for tlie reasons as- 
signed in the observations on the Bap- 
tismal Service, whether it toight not be 
more beneficial for the congregation at large, 
and especially for the parties immediately- 
concerned, that this Service, though read in 
the Church, should not be performed during 
the time of public worship ; unless, indeed, 
as in the American Liturgy, the closing 
thanksgiving were alone read on the occa- 
sion. 

THE VISITATION OF THE SICK. 

Several admirable prayers are contained 
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in this oflSce, but the peremptory character 
of its Rabrics^ and the formality connected 
with its introduction^ and the recital of the 
Creed, should certainly be removed. The 
unguarded language of the Absolution 
has already been noticed. If a few addi- 
tional prayers were inserted, adapted for 
the private use of the sick person, and 
various appropriate portions of Scripture 
were referred to, it might be considered 
truly valuable as a manual for a sick man's 
devotion, and considerably aid the pastoral 
visits of the clergyman. 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE. 

This service has been justly admired for 
its pathos, and for the topics of consola- 
tion it affords to the bereaved mourners. 
There are, however, two alterations which 
appear to be highly desirable : the first is 
an expression of resignation to the divine 
will, in the* place of the thanksgiving for 
the removal of the deceased ; and the other 
is the omission of those sentences which 
refer to the state of the individual. Both of 
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these objections are removed in the Ameri- 
can Prayer Book^ and might with equal 
facility be obviated in our own. 

THE COMlflNATION SERVICE. 

This office was intended to supply that 
lack of holy discipline which has long been 
regretted in our Church. Many of the 
prayers are admirably adapted for the occa- 
sion. But the Service^ united as it now is 
with the usual one for the day^ is much too 
long. A kindlier appeal to the conscience^ 
and consequently a more efficient corrective 
of vice^ might also be advantageously ex- 
changed for the present imprecatory sen- 
tences. ^ There is a hard, dry and re- 
pelling mode of reproof^ which tends rather 
to shut up the heart than to open it. The 
tempest may roar^ and point its hail-shot at 
the traveller ; but he will rather wrap him- 
self closer in his cloak^ than quit it^ until the 
sun breaks out again.'^* 

Every objection would be obviated by 
making some verbal alterations in the intro- 
ductory address, by excluding (with the ex- 

■^ Cecil. 
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ception of the Collect for the day) tlie 
whole of the usual daily Service, and by 
substituting in the place of the imprecatory 
clauses, two appropriate Lessons from the 
Old and New Testament, in which the 
divine denunciations against the wicked, 
were happily blended with the gracious 
overtures of mercy. The Service thus mo- 
dified, it is conceived, might be read with 
considerable advantage, and at the same 
time afford a suitable introduction to the 
subsequent sermon of the officiating minis- 
ter. In the American Liturgy, the whole 
of theCommination Service is omitted, with 
the exception of the three last prayers, 
which are read immediately after the Col- 
lect for the day. The only objection to this 
arrangement is the undue length of the Ser- 
vice. This, however, might be obviated by 
omitting the usual Morning Prayers, and 
confining the Service to that of the Commu- 
nion and the three additional collects. 



SERVICES REFERRING TO POLITICAL EVENTS. 

The continuance of these Services, which 
were naturally and appropriately introduced 
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nt the vtjrae^ modt aft^ a lapse of yearis 
mwdssarily fail to be produetive of any real 
benefits Tlie Service for the memorable 
preservation of Jdmes the First might most 
appropriately have been read during the 
lifi^ of that monarch ; and Ihose which 
commemorate the tragbal end of Charles 
the Firsts and the restoration of the Stuarts, 
might with equal propriety have been used 
during the reign of Charles the Second; 
but it would have been desirable that tbef 
shotidd then have ceased; The mere cir^ 
cmastance that no directioa was originally 
gi^en for the period of their continuance^ is 
surely insufficient to bind posterity to their 
perpetual usage. Had all the memorable 
ev^^ita of our history been thus recognized, 
and thus rigidly retained, the days of the 
year would not have sufficed for their sepa* 
rate celebration. There is, it should be 
remembered, an ebullition of grief excited 
by public as well as private losses, which 
occasionally elicits expressions from the 
mourners, respecting the extent' and per- 
manency of their sorrow, which it would be 
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unfeeling; at the time accurately to criticise, 
and absurd afterwards to attend to, " Quis 
desiderio sit pudor, aut modus tarn cari 
capitis," we may conceive to have ex- 
pressed tlie genuine feelings of aoiiie loyal 
cavalier at the period of the execution of 
his beloved sovereigu ; but time, which 
mellows every grief, renders it ridiculous to 
commemorate tlie event by a perpetual Ser- 
vice. Is there not also, at least, an appear- 
ance of inconsistency in still celebrating the 
restoration of a family which has long since 
been deprived of the throne ; and a second 
restoration of which was not less zealously 
attempted by its friends than determinately 
opposed by the existing government ? At 
all events, no period could be more appro- 
priate for the abolition of these Services, 
than that which introduced an authorized 
revision and abridgment of our Liturgy. 

From some unaccountable circumstance, 
the Service for the commemoration "of the 
day on which his Majesty began his reign," 
is almost universally omitted. The Service 
itself is highly appropriate; and surely such 
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an event, in every Christian country, requires 
au annual and religious commemoration. 
Were this office detached from the rest of 
the Liturgy, and read (with such authorized 
verbal alterations as existing circumstances 
might require) on the birthday of the reign- 
ing monarch, the lojralty of the people would 
be promoted by solid, because scriptural, 
motives. On these occasions the attendance 
of all pei*sons holding civil or military of- 
fices under government might be enjoined, 
and that of the rest of bis Majesty's subjects 
requested. 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES. 

/ ^* A form of prayer for the visitation of 
prisoners/' an office of ^* institution of mi- 
nisters into parishes or churches/' and also 
^^ a form of prayer and thanksgiving for the 
fruits of the earth," appointed to be annually 
read at the conclusion of the harvest, are 
annexed to the American Liturgy. Similar 
prayers and thanksgivings might be appro- 
priately inserted in our own Prayer Books. 
We might further, imitate our transatlantic 

i2 
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brethren, by inserting; forms of prayer 
adapted for family worsiiip. The mere cir- 
cumstance that our Church had recognized 
and recommended this important duty, would 
have considerable weight with numbers ; 
while a suitable manual, sanctioned by the 
highest ecclesiastical authority, and always 
at hand, would materially facilitate its per- 
formance. 



THE RUBRICS. 

" Uniformity of practice, regithited by 
competent authority, ought to be the per- 
vading, the ruling principle of all the public 
ministrations of the Church. In order to 
insure such uniformity, the Church gives, in 
her rubrics, minute and particular directions 
respecting the manner in which these offices 
are to be performed, and her ministers ap- 
pear to be bound to observe these directions 
by a formal and solemn engagement."* 
Judicious as these observations may appear 
in theory, it will be found that they cannot 
be reduced to practice, A cursory refer- 
* Church Reform. 
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ence .to the Rubrics will convince us that 
many qf them are vague, defective, or even 
contradictory; that some are inapplicable 
to modem times; that others, without snflS- 
cient reason, are so universally abandoned, 
that the resumption of them would excite 
considerable offence ; whereas others again, 
though cogent reasons might be assigned 
for their disuse, have from some unaccount- 
able prejudice been so rigorously observed, 
that the least deviation from them would 
subject the clergyman to the disapprobation 
of his hearers and the ecclesiastical censures 
of his diocesan. 

. The Banns of Marriage, for instance, are 
now published, according to the Marriage 
Act, immediately after the Second Lesson, 
though the Rubric, which requires that this 
should take place after the Nicene Creed, 
remains unaltered. The Rubric enjoins 
that ^^ nothing shall be proclaimed or pub- 
lished in the church during the time of 
divine service, but by the minister ; nor by 
him any thing but what is prescribed in the 
rules of this book, or enjoined by the king. 
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or by the ordinary of the place." Whereas 
a great variety of secular affairs, . parish 
papers, acts of parliament, and other irrele- 
vant matters, are every Sunday publicly 
announced by tlie parish clerk, to the great 
interruption of the devotional feeling of the 
congregation. The Rubric requires that 
the prayer for the whole state of Christ's 
Church Militant here on earth, should be 
read every Sunday, whereaa (probably on 
account of the length and repetition of the 
preceding prayers) it is almost universally 
omitted, except on Sacrament days; and 
yet, though the same reason might be more 
forcibly adduced for the omission of one of 
the Creeds or Lord's Prayers, neither of 
them could be omitted without exciting a 
considerable ferment in the parish. But 
enough has been said to demonstrate the 
necessity of a thorough revision of this part 
of our Ritual. 

A selection of some of the principal alter- 
ations which were proposed by the Com- 
missioners preparatory to the Convocation 
in 1689, will appropriately close this work. 
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Each of the fbUowiog articles was uoani- 
ipousjy agreed, tp, by the Commissioners^ 
and 4:heQ signpd by tlve Bishop of London. 
;ff,{J^h^t the chaotij^ of divine service in 
^;^thedml qhurche;s mh^V be laid aside^ that 
the -whole may be rendered intelligible to 
4b^ common people^ 

/* That besides the Psalms being read in 
their ^course as before^ some proper and 
devout ones be selected for Sundays. 
.' ^^ That the Apocryphal lessons^ and those 
of.tlie Old Testament which are too natural, 
l^e thrown out^ and others appointed in their 
stead by a new calendar. 

*^That a Rubric be made^ setting forth 
the usefulness of the cross in Baptism, not 
as an essential part of that Sacrament^ but 
pqly as a fit and decent ceremony : however, 
if any do, after all, in conscience scruple it, 
it may be omitted by the priest. 

*^That likewise, if any refuse to receive 
the Sacrament of the Lord^s Sapper kneel- 
ing, it may be administered to them in their 
pews. 
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" That a Rubric be made, declaring the 
intention of the Lent Fasts to consist only 
in extraordinary acts of devotion, not in 
distinction of meats. And another to state 
tiie meaning of Rogation Sundays and Em- 
ber Weeks, and appoint that those ordained 
within the quatnor tempora, do exercise 
strict devotion. 

"That the Absolution in Morning and 
Evening Prayer may be read by a Deacon, 
tbe word ' Priest' in the Rubric being 
changed into ' Minister,' and those words, 
* and remission,' be put out as not very 
intelligible. 

"That the Gloria Patri shall not be re- 
peated at the end of every Psalm, but of 
all appointed for Morning and Evening- 
Prayer. 

" That those words in the Te Deum, 
' Thine honourable, true, and only Son,' be 
thus turned, 'Thine only begotten Son;' 
' honourable' being only a civil term, and 
no where used in Sacris. 

*' That the Benedicite shall be changed 



t 




OCCASIONAL I^RVICES. 1521 

into the 128th Psalm; and other Psalms 
likewiise appointed for the Benedictus and 
Nute Dimittis. 

— ^* That after thefee words, ' Give peace in 
oar time, O Lord,^ shall follow an answer, 
promissory of somewhat on the people's 
pOTty^ of keeping God's laws, or the like : 
the old response being grounded on the 
predestinating doctrine, taken in too strict 
an acceptation. 

^^ That all high titles, as appellations of 
the king, qoeen, &cc. shall be left out of the 
Prayers; sucti as ' most illustrious, reli- 
gious, mighty,' &c.; and only the word 
^sovereign' retained for the king and queen. 
^ ^^ That those words in the Prayer for the 
kteg, ^ Grant that he may vanquish and 
overcome all his enemies,' as of too large 
an^ extent, if the king engage in an unjust 
war> shall be turned thus : * Prosper all 
his righteous undertakings against thy ene^ 
mies,' or after some such manner* 

^^ That those words in the Prayer for the 
Clergy, ^ Who alone workest great mar^ 
vels;Vas subject to be ill interpreted by 
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persons vainly disposed, shall be thus, 
' Who alone art the Author of all good 
gifts;' and those words, 'The healthful 
spirit of thy grace,' shall be ' The holy 
spirit of thy grace;' 'healthful' being an 
obsolete word. 

" That the Prayer which begins, ' O God, 
whose nature and property,' shall be thrown 
out as full of strange and impertinent ex- 
pressions, and besides not iu the original, 
but foisted in since by another hand. 

" That the Collects, for the most part, are 
to be changed for those the Bishop of 
Winchester has prepared ; being a review 
of the old ones, with enlargements to render 
them more sensible and affecting; and what 
expressions are needful, so to be retrenched. 

"That if any desire to have godfathers 
and godmothers omitted, and their children 
presented in their own names to baptism, it 
may be granted." 

About the Athanasian Creed they came 
at last to this conclusion ': " That lest the 
wholly rejecting it should by unreasonable 
persons be imputed to them as Socinianism, 
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a Rubric Bhall be made^ setting forth^ or 
^dec^ring^ the cunses denouuced therein not 
to ibte restraiQedtbi every particular article^ 
but intended' against those that deny the 
substance of the Christian religion in ge- 
neral. 

' <*That whether the translation pf the 
reading Psalms^ made by the Bishop of 
St. Asaph and Dr. Kidder^ or that in the 
Bible, shall be inserted in the Prayer Book^ 
be wholly left to the Convocation to consider 
of and determine.^' 

Dr. Calamy gives the following account 
©f the different opinions which were enter- 
tained respecting this celebrated Eccle- 
siastical Commission. 

"It was objected,— T that altering any thing 
iti a well constituted Churchy was like pluck- 
ing a beam out of a well-built house, which 
cannot be done without endangering the 
fabric. It was answered, — if all had been of 
this mind^ we could never have reformed 
from Popery, because this argument would 
have been as strong against all alterations 
then as now. 
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'^ It was objected, — if alterations were 
begun, there was no knowing where to 
stop. It was answered, — when any thi^g 
was proposed pot fit to be done. 

^^ It was objected, — they that want altera- 
tions, will still be craving more. It was 
answered, — that denying them what was ju^t 
and fitting to be granted, was givipg them a 
great advantage. 

^ It was objected,— changing was reproach- 
ful. It was answered, — it was much more 
reproachful, obstinately to resist a chapge,^ 
when there is no good reason for it. 

^^It was objected, — there'was no reason to 
endeavour to gratify the dissenters, who 
were guilty of great obstinacy and perveri^e- 
ness. It was answered, — it therefore became' 
them to act like physicians, who do not 
presently cast off" a peevish patient, but 
study to suit his palate and humour.'* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

As the illustration of a rule is frequently 
more interesting and intelligible than the 
rule itself, the writer has ventured to give 
the following specimen of a Revision of our 
Liturgy, executed agreeably to the sug- 
gestions he has made in the preceding pages. 
Whilst thus engaged, he has endeavoured, 
by a harmless temporary fiction, to consider 
himself as invested with the office of an au- 
thorized re visor of the Liturgy, freely pro- 
posmg a plan for an improved edition of 
our ij^rayer Book, subject to the correction 
of his fellow-revisors, to his own subsequent 
improvements, and the final inspection and 
approval of the Episcopal Bench. This 
circumstance, he trusts, will be borne in 
mind by the candid reader ; as it would be 
unjust to himself and injurious to the public 
mind, to confound a preparatory sketch 
with a finished painting— the primary sug^ 
gestions of an insulated individual with the 
matured plan, revised, corrected, and com- 
pleted by the united deliberation, counsel 
and wisdom, of a whole committee. 
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^P SPECIMEN OF A REVISED LITURGY" 


MORNING PRAYER FOR SUNDAYS THROUGHOUT ! 


THE YEAR. 


t TAe foUmt'iiig Prai/ert t/lall be read mtry Sunday Tn^rmns 


Ihrmig/imit Ike year, except when the FealiimU occur, or lUe 




thatt iKOiskm tkuU be read instead of the utual Service 'for 


Sundays. < 
1 The Minitter ihall begin the Moming Prayer by reading one 


or more ofthejbilowing scjUences of Scriplure. ' 


A temple, let ali the earth 
keep silence before him. 


wickedness that he ha.(h 


committed, and doeth that 1 


which is lawful and right, 
he shall save his soul aRve. 


Habakhik, U. 20. 


From the rising of the 


Ezfkid,Jis\\\.21. 


BUB, even unto the going 


1 acknowledge my trans- ' 


down of the same, my name 


gressions, and mj sin is i, 


shall be great among the 


ever before me. Psalm 


Gentiles; and in every 


li. 3. 


^lace incense shall be of- 
tcred unto my name, and a 


Hide thy face from my i 
sins, and blot out all mine ! 


pure offering : for m j name 


iniquities. Psalm li. 9. J 


shall be great among the 


The sacrifices of God a™ ,! 


heathen, saith the Lord of 


a broken spirit : a broken 


hosts. MalacM.i. li. 


and a contrite heart, () 


Let the words of my 


God, thou wilt not despise. 


mouth and the meditation 


PsnlmM. 17. 


of my heart be acceptable 
in thy sight, Lord, my 


Rend your heart, and not 


your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God : 


strength, and my redeemer. 


U Psalm xix. 14. 


for he is gracious and mer- 


^_ When the wicked man 


ciful, slow to anger, and of 


^^^L turncth away from his 


greatkiQdness.aad repent- 
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eth him of the evil. Joel, 

"to the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forffive- 
nessses, though we have 
rebelled against him : nei- 
ther have we obeyed ttife 
voice of the Lord our Gdd, 
to walk in his laws which 
be set before us. Dccmelf 
ix. 9, la 

Lord, rebuke me not 
in thine anger, neither 
chasten me in thy hot dis- 
pleasure. Psalm vi. 1. 

, Repent ye ; for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand. 
i$if. MaifheWf iii. 2. 

I- will arise, and go to 
my father, and will say un- 
to^ him> Father, I have sin- 
jlied; against heaven, and 
bejfone thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called 
thy son. St, Luke, xv. 

1 19. 
Enter not into judg- 

;|ient with thy servant, O 
Lord ; for in thy sight shall 

, 90 man living be justified. 
P$alm cxliii. 2. 

if we say that we have 

jooi jsin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not 
in .OS : but if w^ confess 
our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, 
an4 to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. I Si. John, 
i. 8, 9. 
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O come, let us worship 
and fall down : let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. 
Psalm xcv. 6. 

% This exhortation shall occa- 
sionally he used by the Mi- 
nister, according to Ms dis- 
cretion, 

DEARLY beloved bre- 
thren, the Scripture ex- 
horteth us in numerous 
places, not to dissemble nor 
cloak our manifold sins and 
wickedness, before the face 
of Almighty God, our hea- 
venly Father; but to cea- 
fess them with a humble, 
lowly, penitent, and obe- 
dient heart; to the end th^it 
we may obtain forgiveness 
of the same, by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. And 
although we ought at all 
times numbly to acknow- 
ledge our sins before God ; 
yet ought we most chiefly 
so to do, when we assemble 
and meet together to render 
thanks for me great bene- 
fits that we have received 
at his hands, to set forth his 
most worthy praise, to hear 
his most holy Word, and to 
ask those things which are 
requisite and necessary, as 
well for the body as the 
soul. Wherefore 1 pray 
and beseech you, as many 
as are here present, to ac- 
I company me with a pure 
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heart and humble voice, to 
the throDe of the heavenly 
grace, saying- after me ; 
T A Etnend confaiha to be 
mid by the uihi>le congrfga- 
tioa after the AUnisler, all 
kneeline. When the Minu- 
ter omilB the preceding eJ- 
hortetiim, Ik mmt introduce 
the coM/etsion by the faUaw- 
iitgiedrdi, Let usprai/. 

ALMIGHTy and most 
merciful Father; we 
have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost 
sheep. VVe have tbilowed 
too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. 
We liave ofiended against 
thy holy laws. We have 
left undone those things 
which we ought to have 
done ; and we have done 
those things which we 
ought not to have done ; 
and there is no health in us. 
But thou, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, miserable 
ofTenders. Spare thou them, 
O God, which confess their 
faults. Restore thou them 
that are penitent ; accord- 
ing to tnj 
Glared unto 
Christ Jesus, oi 
grant, O most 
ther, for his sa 
may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober lite, 
to tlie glory of thy holy 
name. Amen. 



ir Lord, And 
merciful Fa. 
ke, that 



f Then sludl the MiniiUr, 
ttandbig up, say, (the Peo- 
ple <*i« ftnee/mg,) 
ALMIGHTY God, the 
Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, desjreth not 
the death of a sinner, hut 
rather that he may turn 
from his wickedness and 
live: He graciously par- 
doneth all them that truly 
repent, and unfeigned I y 
believe his holy Gospel. 
Wherefore let ua beseech 
him to grant us true re- 
pentance, and his holy 
Spirit, that those tilings 
may please him which we 
do at this present ; and that 
the rest of our life here- 
aftermay be pure and hoJy ; 
so that at the last we may 
come to his eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
^ Tie People shall unsieer here, 
nnd al the end of every 
prm/er. Amen. 
f Then the Armister thaU 
kneel, and say the Lord's 
Prayer, the People llill 
kneeling, and repeating it 
mith him,both here and lohei-- 
ever else it is used in Divine 
Seniice. 

OUR Father, which art 
in heaven, hallowed 
bethyname. Thykingdom 
come. Thy will he done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
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bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses^ as we forgive 
them that trespass agaii^t 
us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; but deliver us 
from evil : For thine is the 
Icingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen, 
IT Then likewise he shall say, 

,0 Lord, open thou our 
lips, 

Peo, And our mouth 

shall shew forth thy praise. 

% Here all standing up, the 

Minister shall say. 

This is the day which 

the Lord hath made ; 

Peo> We will rejoibe 
and be glad in it. 
(Min, Praise ye the Lord. 
' Peo, The Lord's name 
be praised. 

% Then shall he read by the 
Minister and People, in al- 
ternate verses, the appointed 
portion of the Psalms,— Note, 
as the number of Public 
Services varies in different 
churches, that shall bis con- 
sidered the appointed portion 
which immediately follows 
the one last used in public 
worship, with the exception 
of such Psalms as are ap- 
propriated to particular oc- 
casions. The Minister, at 
the commencement of every 
Psalm, shall announce the 
number, and read tlie first 
verse ; and at the conclusion 



of the whole the Gloria 
Patri shall be tasd or sung 
as follows : 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the begin- 
ning, is now, and ever shall 
be; world without end. 
Amen. 

f Then shall be read the First 
and Second Lessons firrm ding 
to the Calendar, — Note, be-' 
fore every Lesson the Minis- 
ter shall say. The First or Se- 
cond Lesson appointed for 
this Mornings Service is 

written in the chap, of 

beginning at the »- 

verse : and after every lesson^ 
Here endeth the First or ihe 
Second Lesson, 

% At the conclusion of the ie«- 
sons the Minister shall say ; 
The Lord be with you. 
Peo, And with thy Spi- 
rit. 

IT Then aU devoutly kntelingy 
the Minister shall say ; 

Let us pray. 

Min. O Lord, shew thy 
mercy upon us ; 

Peo, And grant us thy 
salvation. 

Min, O Lord, save the« 
King; 

Peo, And bless the 
Royal Family. 

Min. Endue thy Minis- 
ters with righteousness^ ; 

K 
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Peo, And make thy 
chosen people joyful. 

31in. Let thy way be 
known upon earth ; 

Peo, Thy saving health 
among all nations ! 

Min. O God, make clean 
our hearts within us ; 

Peo. And take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us. 

f Then shall foUoto three Col- 
lects : the first for the day ; 
the second for grace ; and 
the third for peace. 

The Second Collect for 
Grace. 

OLORD, our heavenly 
Father^ Almighty and 
everlasting God, who hast 
safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day^ de- 
fend us in the same with 
thy mighty power ; and 
^rant that this day we 
lidl into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger : 
but that all our doings, be- 
ing ordered by thy govern- 
ance, may be always ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, 



through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Third Collect for 
Peace. 

OGOD, who art the au- 
thor of peace and 
lover of concord, merci- 
fully grant that those evils, 
which the craft or subtlety 
of the devil or man work- 
eth against us, may be 
brought to nought, and by 
the providence of thy good- 
ness be dispersed; that 
we, thy servants, being de- 
fended from all adversities 
which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may as- 
sault and hurt the soul, 
may experience that peace 
which passeth all under- 
standing, and evermore 
give thanks unto thee in 
Qiy holy church, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

% Here shall he sung a Psalm 
or HymnyChnsen by the Mi- 
nister from the authorized 
selection. 



^ After that, all devoutly kneeling, the Minister shall read the 
iMany, or general supplication ; the People audibly repeating 
the different responses. 



OGOD the Father, of 
heaven, have mercy 
upon us miserable sinners. 



O God the Fatlier, of 
heaven, have mercy upon 
us miserecble sinners. 
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O God the Son, Re- 
deemer of the world, have 
mercy upon us miserable 
sinners. 

O God the Son, JRe- 
deemer of the worlds have 
tnercy upon us miserable 
sinners, 

O God the Holy Ghost, 
proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, have 
mercy upon us miserable 
sinners. 

O God the Holy Ghost, 
proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, have 
mercy upon us miserable 
sinners. 

O holy, blessed, and 
glorious Jehovah, three 
persons and one God, 
have mercy upon us mise- 
rable sinners. 

O fbolyy blessed, and glo- 
rions Jehovah, three per- 
sons aiid one God, have 
mercy upon us miserable 
sinners. 

Remember not. Lord, 
our oifences, nor the offen- 
ces of our forefathers ; nei- 
ther take thou vengeance 
of our sins : spare us, good 
Lord, spare thy people, 
whom thou hast redeemed 
with thy most precious 
blood, and be not angry 
with us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord, 

From all evil and mis- 



chief; from sin, from the 
crafts and assaults of the 
devil ; from thy wrath, and 
from everlasting condem- 
nation. 

Good Lord deliver us. 
From all blindness of 
heart; from pride, vain- 
gl(Hy, and hypocrisy; from 
envy, hatred, and malice, 
and all uncharitableness. 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
From fornication, and 
all other deadly sin ; and 
from all the deceits of the 
world, the flesh, and the 
devil. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
From lightning and 
tempest; from plague, 
pestilence, and mmine ; 
from battle and murder, 
and from sudden death. 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
From all sedition, privy 
conspiracy, and rebellion ; 
from all false doctrine, he- 
resy, and schism ; from 
hardness of heart, and con- 
tempt of thy word and 
commandment, 
Crood Lord, deliver us. 
In all time of our iri* 
bulation; in all time of 
our wealth ; in the hour of 
death ; and in the day of 
judgment. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
By the mystery of thy 
holy Incarnation ; by tliy 
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Baptism, Fasting', and 
Temptation ; by thine Affo- 
ny and bloody Sweat ; by 
thy Cross and Passion, 

Good Lordf deliver us» 

By thy glorious Resur- 
rection and Ascension ; 
by thine all-prevailing In- 
tercession ; and by tiie 
coming of the Holy Ghost, 

Good' Lord, deliver us. 

We sinners do beseech 
thee to hear us, O Lord 
Grod ; and that it may 
please thee to rule and go- 
vern thy holy Church uni- 
versal in the right way ; 

We beseech tliee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to keep and strengthen in 
the true worshipping of 
thee, in righteousness and 
holiness of life, thy ser- 
vant George, our King, 
[the Queen, the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, and all 
the Royal Family ;J 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to illuminate our Bishops 
and Clergy ; and all other 
Ministers of the universal 
church, with true know- 
ledge and understanding 
of thy Word ; and that 
both by their preaching 
and Uvingy they may set it 



forth and shew it accord- 
ingly ; 

•We beseech to hear ts, 

good Lord. 

That it may please thee- 
to endue the Lords of th&>. 
Council, and all the Nobi- 
lity, with grace, wisdom, 
and understanding ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
uSf good Lord. \ 

[That it may please thee 
to direct and prosper all 
the consultations of the 
High CouH; of Pariiament 
at this time assemUed, ia 
the advancement of thy 
glory, the good of thy. 
church, the safety, honoiir, 
and welfare of our ^o«^; 
vereign and his domi* 
nions; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord.] 

lliat it may please thee 
to bless and keep the 
Magistrates, giving them 
grace to execute justice, 
and to maintain truth ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us J good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to bless and keep all thy 
people ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
U89 good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to give to all nations unity, 
peace, and concord ; 
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We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to give lis a neart to love 
and dread thee, and dili- 
gently to live after thy 
Commandments ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
its, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to give all thy people in- 
crease of grace, to hear 
meekly thy Word, and to 
receive it with pure affec- 
tion, and to bring forth 
the fruits of the Spirit ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
lis, good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to brins' into the way of 
tru^ all such as have erred 
and are deceived ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to strengthen such as do 
stand, and to comfort and 
help the weak-hearted, and 
to raise up them that 
fall, and finally to beat 
down Satan under our 
feet; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us J good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to succour, help, and com- 
fort all that are in danger, 
necessity, and tribulation ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
Its, good Lord, 



That it may please thee 
to preserve all that travel 
by land or by water ; all 
women labouring of child ; 
all sick persons and young 
children ; and to shew thy 
pity upon all prisoners and 
captives ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee to 
defend and provide for the 
fatherless children, and 
widows, and all that are 
desolate and oppressed ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord. 

That it may please thee 
to have mercy upon all 
men; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to forgive our enemies, per- 
secutors, and slanderers, 
and to turn their hearts ; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to give and preserve to 
our use the kindly fruits of 
the earth, so as in due 
time we may enjoy them; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

That it may please thee 
to give us true repentance ; 
to forgive us all our sins, 
negligences, and ignoran- 
ces *, and to endue us with 
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the grace of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, to amend our lives ac- 
cording to thy Holy Word; 

We beseech thee to hear 
us, good Lord, 

Son of God, we be- 
seech thee to hear us ; 

Son of God, we beseech 
thee to hear us, 

O Lamb of God that 
takest away the sins of the 
world ; 

Grant us thy peace. 

O Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sins of the 
world ; 

Have mercy upon vs. 

^ J7ien shall the Minister, 

standing up, say ; 

Lift up your hearts ; 

Peo. We lift them up 
unto the Lord. 

Min, Let us pray. 

% Then shall the Minister, 

kneeling down, say ; 

From our enemies de- 
fend us, O Christ, 

Peo. Graciously look 
upon our afBictions. 

Min. Pitifully behold 
the sorrows of our hearts. 

Peo. Mercifully forgive 
the sins of thy people. 

Min. Favourably with 
mercy hear our prayers. 

Peo. O Son of David, 
have mercy upon us. 

Min. Both now and 
ever vouchsafe to hear us, 
O Christ. 



Peo, Graciously hear 
us, O Christ; graciously 
hear us, O Lord Christ. 

Min. O Lord let thy 
mercy be shewed upon us ; 

Peo. Afl we do put ow 
trust in thee. 

WE humbly beseech 
thee, O Father, mer-' 
cifully to look upon- our 
infirmities; and for the 
glory of thy name tum^ 
from us all those evils that' 
we most righteously have* 
deserved; and grant that 
in all our troubles we may^ 
put our whole trust and 
confidence in thy mercy, 
and evermore serve thee 
in holiness and pureness ot^ 
living, to thy honour and 
glory; through our only 
Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
A General Thanksgiving. 

ALMIGHTY God, Fa- 
ther of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble 
and hearty thanks for all 
thy goodness and loving 
kindness to us, and to all 
men ; [particularly to those 
who desire now to offer up 
their praises and thanks- 
givings for thy late mer- 
cies vouchsafed unto them.] 
We bless thee for our crea- 
tion, preservation, and all 
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the blessings of this life; 
but above all, for thine in- 
estimable love in the re- 
dempticm of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; for 
the means of grace> and 
for the hope of glory. 
And we beseech thee, tfive 
us that due sense of alTthy 
mercies, that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thank- 
fuly and that we may show 
fcNrth thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our 
lives; by giving up our- 
selves to thy service, and 
by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteous- 
ness all our days ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord> to 
whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghosts be all honour 
and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysos- 

tom. 

4 LMIGHTY God, who 

-^-^ hast given us grace 

at this time with one ac- 



cord to make our common 
supplications unto thee ; 
and dost promise^ that 
when two or three are ga- 
thered together in thy 
name, thou wilt grant their 
requests; fulfil now, O 
Lord, the desires and pe- 
titions of thy servants, as 
may be most expedient 
for them ; granting us in 
this world knowledge of 
thy truth, and in the world 
to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 

IT Then shall the Minister, 
standing up, read ihefoUow^ 
ing benediction. — Numb, 
vi. 24 — 26. 

The Lord bless you, and 
keep you : the Lord make 
his face shine upon you, 
and be gracious unto you : 
The Lord lift up his coun- 
tenance upon you, and 
give you peace. 
5r Then shall be sung a Psalm 
or Hymn, cftosen by the Mi- 
nister, from the authorized 
selectioJi. 



^ After that shallfollow the Sermon. — Note. The Minister shall 
introduce the Sermon by reading one of the Collects or some 
other short pra^/er suitable to the occasion ; and at the condu- 
iion of tlie Sermon he shall repeat one of the benedictions con- 
tained in the Liturgy. 



In remodelling the preceding prayers 
for Sunday mornings^ it is taken for granted^ 
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as stated in the first rubric^ that appropriate 
forms would be appointed for the different 
festivals^ exhibiting a more lively recogni- 
tion of these joyoos seasons than are at 
present prescribed in our Liturgy. It may 
here be necessary merely to add, that it is 
presumed the Te Deum would be appointed 
to be used both in the Morning and Even- 
ing Service on all Festivals, as well as on 
all occasions when the Lord's Supper was 
administered ; that the Magnificat and Be- 
nedictus should be read, the one in the 
morning and the other in the evening of 
Christmas Day; the Nunc Dimittis on the 
Sunday following; and that other appro- 
priate anthems taken firom Scripture should 
be appointed for Easter Sunday, Whitsun- 
day, Trinity Sunday, Good Friday, and 
Ascension-day. The Psalms also are sup- 
posed to be abridged and divided into por- 
tions, according to the plan proposed in the 
preceding work. 

THE END. 
LONDON : 
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